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Dam not only business 
for Penn Lake council

by Seth Isenberg

While the subject of repair-
ing the dam dominated Penn 
Lake Park Borough’s July 
meeting, borough council also 
conducted their regular that 
night. 

The borough has ordered 
some 30 MPH speed signs 
to post on Hollenback Road. 
Those signs should have been 
put up in mid-July. Speed 

lines have been painted on 
the road to help with enforce-
ment. 

Road repairs were to be un-
derway by this writing. Costs 
for the repairs will be paid 
from the State Liquid Fuels 
fund. 

See PENN LAKE, page 6

Weatherly Borough plans 
street sweeping next week

Street Sweeping will begin 
at 7 a.m. on the following days 
in Weatherly:
Monday, August 3
    North Street
    Norman Street
    Allen Street
    Louise Street

    East Main Street (start)
    Evergreen Avenue
    Buttonwood Street
    Laurel Street
    Fern Alley (behind First St.)
    Chestnut Alley (behind 
Schwab school)
    Pine Alley (btwn. East Main 

St. & Hill St. )
Tuesday, August 4
    First Street
    Second Street
    East Second Street
    Third Street
    East Third Street

See STREETS, page 10

FIX ME? Penn Lake Park’s dam, at right, and outlet, above, are in need of an up-
grade. The Pennsylvania DEP’s Dam Safety Division has determined that it is time 
for this dam to be made safer. The state’s approach is either improve it so the dam 
and its outlets can handle big storm events without failing, or remove it. Given 
that the Lake defines the Borough, the plan is to do improvements, and the chal-
lenge is how to pay for them, borrowing for up to 40 years. Engineering details are 
still to be worked out. Penn Lake Borough council and volunteers have started the 
work to get everyone with property at Penn Lake informed as to what needs to be 
done, and the options, including how the work is to be paid for. JH: Ruth Isenberg
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Saving the dam 
worth the cost

by Seth Isenberg

The quality of life that makes Penn Lake Park Borough so 
special starts with the fact that it’s a lake community. The re-
ality in much of our area’s lake communities is that they’re on 
lakes with dams. 

Dams need periodic maintenance, which brings us to now, 
when the state’s department of dam safety has decided that it’s 
time for a tune-up. 

These things are expensive, because the earthen rock dams 
of a hundred years ago need to be brought to 21st Century 
standards. Weather is fickle enough that a line of thunder-
storms could dump a huge amount of water, and the state 
wants to make sure the dam can handle a worse-case event. 
Bottom line—this is going to cost a whole lot of money.

The community came together to afford the big project 
which is the sanitary sewer system almost 20 years ago. Here 
we are with something perhaps even more important. This will 
be difficult, but it will be worthwhile. Done right, the dam will 
stand another hundred years, keeping the lake for this genera-
tion and many more to enjoy. 

From the Archives
From 
The Weatherly Herald, 
Thursday, July 30, 1970
James Faust and  
Cletus Milan, Publishers

Carbon County Commis-
sioner Bud Angst announced 
that he will attend a briefing 
in Philadelphia on August 1 
on a plan to package metro-
politan garbage to be buried 
upstate — in local abandoned 
strippings. The Reading Rail-
road is named by Angst as the 
prime mover of the idea. 

The Lehigh and Lausanne 
Sportsmen’s Club is restoring 
cemeteries in Weatherly RD 
2 which have been desecrated 
by vandals. At the St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Cemetery in Lau-
rytown, club members have 
repaired the damaged fence, 
and fixed knocked over tomb-
stones. 

A front page photo shows 
Chief Warrant Officer Nich-
olas Lazo receiving a Merito-
rious Service Medal for the 
outstanding manner in which 
he has performed his duties in 
1969 and 1970.

A broken water gauge 
caused the Weatherly Fash-
ions building in RD1 to fill 
with steam on Friday. Citizens 
Fire Company responded and 
found the broken gauge on the 
furnace, then turned the unit 
off to end the emergency. 

A new company, Genard 
Corp., is looking to move into 
the former Linotype Parts 
building on Hudsondale 
Street, to establish a sewing 
plant. 

William VanDyke of Weath-
erly was re-elected president 
of the Carbon County Tourist 
Promotion Agency.

From the Sidelines, 
by Don Garber

Weatherly Little League 
members attended a Reading 
Phillies game and got to meet 
the manager and some of the 
players of the Phillies, and of 
the Pittsfield Senators. 

Garber added his voice to 
fishermen who are object-
ing to the periodic release of 
water from the Francis Walter 
Dam to accommodate canoe-
ists who ride the rapids from 
White Haven to Jim Thorpe 
and Lehighton. Objectors are 
sometimes left stranded on 
an island in the middle of the 
river. Fishermen note that 
fish and fish eggs get washed 
downstream. There are form 
letters to be sent to congress-
men. 

Penn State University is 
offering a course to train pro-
spective farriers in the funda-
mentals of shoeing horses. It 
is a two week program, one 
week of lectures and the sec-
ond in practice, shoeing real 
horses. There are students 
from five states and Canada 
(including one woman). 

The Wagner Electric squad 
is in first place of the Little 
League with a 2-0 record. 

The Babe Ruth team will 
have played their playoff game 
last night versus the CVCO. If 
they won, they would play the 
West Hazleton Booster Club 
team for the second half flag. 

John Timko will represent 
the Weatherly Babe Ruth 13 
year-old team in the tourna-
ment, to be held in Lansford 
on Saturday, as part of the 
Valley team. 

In memory of Garber, who 
passed away this past October. 

The Weatherly Little League 
All-Stars team took on McA-
doo on their field on Thursday 
in their first game of the tour-

nament. They “were subjected 
to a 16 hit, 14 run barrage” 
with the winning pitcher strik-
ing out 11 Weatherly batters. 

From The Journal-Herald
August 2, 1990
Clara and Jay Holder, 
Publishers

Front page photos for this 
issue were of the champi-
onship teams for the 1990 
Weatherly Area Girls Bas-
ketball Camp — 20 girls from 
grades 3 through 8; and of 
two White Haven area honor 
students, Philip Engman and 
William Henning, as Delegate 
and Alternate for the Odd Fel-
lows Annual United Nations 
Pilgrimage for Youth, and 
sponsored by White Haven 
Lodge 457 of the I.O.O.F. 

Dennison Township resi-
dent Tim George was given 
permission by supervisors 
to hook his property into the 
White Haven sewage system, 
as his septic system had failed. 
George urged supervisors to 
“take advantage of the propos-
al by the White Haven Munic-
ipal Authority for the Middle-
burg area to hook into White 
Haven’s system, if feasible.”

The Weatherly Rotary Club 
sent Lisa Adams and Jan 
Truver to the 1990 Leadership 
Camp at College Misericordia, 
and Tom Bachart to the boys 
Leadership Camp at Keystone 
Junior College. On the sched-
ule is a visit from an exchange 
student from South Africa on 
the 1st, then August 3, 4 and 5 
running a funnel cake stand at 
the Gnaden Huetten Hospi-
tal Festival in Lehighton. In 
September, the club will have 
their funnel cake stand at the 
Carbon County Fair. 

See ARCHIVES, page 6
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Public Notices

Atty. Cindy Yurchak
Carbon County Law Office

for 29 Years

•Family Law
•Real Estate
•Civil Law
•Criminal Defense

Carbon, Luzerne & 
Schuylkill Counties

570-427-9817
121 Carbon St., Weatherly

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 

that Letters of Administration 
have been issued in the Estate of 
Jeffrey J. Dolinsky a/k/a Jeffrey 
Dolinsky a/k/a Jeff Dolinsky, late 
of 129 Maple Lane, Weatherly, 
Lausanne Township, Pennsylva-
nia who died on the 14th day of 
April, 2020 by the Register of Wills 
of Carbon County to Co-Adminis-
trators, Amber Dolinsky, of 86 N. 
Stagecoach Road, Weatherly, PA 
18255 and Devon Dolinsky, of 129 
Maple Lane, Weatherly, PA 18255. 
All persons indebted to said estate 
are requested to make payment, 
and those having claims to pres-
ent the same without delay to:

Daniel A. Miscavige, Esquire
Gillespie, Miscavige

& Ferdinand, LLC
67 North Church Street

Hazleton PA 18201
7/30

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the 

August 2020 meeting of East Side 
Borough Council will be held on 
Thursday, August 6, 2020 at 6:00 
P.M. in the Centre Street Play-
ground which is located adjacent 
to the municipal building.  For 
those attending, because of the 
coronavirus please bring a lawn 
chair to sit on for your own per-
sonal safety.
Carol Ann Lenahan, Secretary

East Side Borough

NOTICE OF HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that the Planning Commission of 
Lehigh Township will hold a hear-
ing at the Lehigh Twp. Munici-
pal Building, 1741 South Lehigh 
Gorge Drive, Weatherly, Carbon 
County, PA, on Thursday, August 
13, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., prevailing 
time, for the purpose of hearing 
the following matters:

A Minor Subdivision Application 
for Robert G. Richeson and Lori 
L. Faust to subdivide Parcel No. 
92-27-A6 into two lots, located 
at 53 South Lehigh Gorge Drive, 
Weatherly, Carbon County, PA.

A Reverse Subdivision Appli-
cation for Thomas W. Morelli, Jr. 
to combine Parcel No’s. 92-27-
A58.03 and 92-27-A49, located 
at 169 Indian Run Road, Lehigh 
Township, Carbon County, PA.

All persons are welcome to at-
tend and be heard. If you are a 
person with a disability and wish 
to attend this hearing, and require 
an auxiliary aid, service, or other 
accommodation to participate in 
the proceedings, please contact 
Christine Hoffman, Board Secre-
tary at (570) 371-8552 to discuss 
how Lehigh Township may best 
accommodate your needs.

Cynthia S. Yurchak, Esquire
Solicitor, Lehigh Township 

Planning Commission
121 Carbon Street, POB 49

Weatherly, PA 18255
8/6

PUBLIC NOTICE
White Haven Borough Planning 

Commission will meet August 4 
at 6 p.m. at the borough building, 
312 Main Street, to hear a petition 
from Sheila Weaver and review 
her development plans.

Linda Szoke
Borough Manager

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that Letters Testamentary have 
been granted to Philip Engman, 
Esq. of Wellington, Florida in the 
Estate of PHILIP DAVID ENG-
MAN, A/K/A PHILIP ENGMAN, 
late of White Haven, Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania who died 
on June 24, 2020.  All persons 
indebted to said Estate are re-
quested to make payment and 
those having claims or demands 
to present the same without delay 
to the Executor named:

PHILIP ENGMAN, ESQ.
9134 DUPONT PLACE

WELLINGTON, FL  33414
8/13

Lots of road work  
reported in Dennison

by Seth Isenberg

Dennison Township super-
visors’ July meeting on the 1st 
was short. Supervisors went 
right into reports:

Jack Varaly sent his report 
that three zoning permits 
were issued, for a fence, a 
carport and an addition. The 
police report had not arrived 
for the meeting, but there was 
mention of an auto accident in 
the township. 

The Planning Commission 
met on July 20 to go over 
some new language for the 
curative amendment to the 
township’s zoning ordinances. 
The new rules will get another 
look at the regular township 
meeting on August 5. 

Jim Yackiel, in his roads 
report, listed that he did 
some clean-off of roads after 
the “big rain,” and clean out 
of storm drains. Red Shale 
Pit Road got some grading 
along the sides, and a ditch 
clean-out to improve water 
flow. He also graded along 
Ice Lake Road. Branches that 
are growing into the road 
have been cut. A STOP sign 
whose post was bent over 

was repaired. The lawn was 
cut, and more seeding done 
in front of the municipal 
building. 

He also reported that the 
recycling containers are filling 
up, and being emptied regu-
larly. 

Bill Bauersfeld of the Den-
nison Twp. Volunteer Fire 
Co. reported 8 calls in June, 
with 13.5 hours of service. 
There was one dwelling 
fire, three vehicle acci-
dents — one with extrication, 
two trees down, an EMS as-
sist and a water rescue from 
a stream in Penn Lake. Five 
of the calls were in Denni-
son, one each in Penn Lake, 
Foster and Wright Town-
ships. 

Bills totaling $8,963 were 
approved, with $2,252 to 
White Haven for police cov-
erage, $1,500 and $500 for 
Varaly, $782 for the EFT pay-
ment, $638 to County Waste, 
and $278 to PA Revenue for 
taxes; 8 smaller bills.; and 
$2,370 for payroll.

Treasurer Stevie Stortz’ 
report showed a balance 
of $57,784 in the Gener-
al Fund after income of 
$13,411 — ($7,960 in EIT, 
$3,000 in sewer revenue, 
$2,037 in local taxes, plus 
fines and fees). Expenses were 
$14,096. 

The meeting was attended 
by supervisors Mike Mack 
and Sheila Weaver, secre-
tary/treasurer Stortz, road-
master Yackiel, Bauersfeld 
and this reporter. Denni-
son’s next meeting is at 6 
p.m. on August 5, in person, 
socially distanced at the 
township building on Wal-
nut Street in Middleburg, 
White Haven.
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Death Roll

Philip J. Jeffries
Funeral Home

& Cremation Services
A Branch of Holmes – Griffiths F.H., Inc.

211 First Street, Weatherly, PA 18255

570-427-4231
E. Franklin Griffiths III F.D.
Philip J. Jeffries F.D./Supervisor
www.griffithsfuneralhomes.com

A new approach to funeral and
cremation care. Looking forward to
serving White Haven, Dennison,
Lehigh, and Foster Townships.

All arrangements and consultations
from the comfort of your home.

Guiding families through
difficult times.

Lehman Family
Funeral Service, Inc.

White Haven, PA
PATRICK M. LEHMAN, PRESIDENT

RUSSELL C. TETER, JR., SUPERVISOR

Serving White Haven, Weatherly and surrounding communities

www.LehmanFuneralHome.com
Branch of Lehman Family Funeral Service, Inc.

(570) 443-9816

NICHOLAS TARAS PAWLUK
December 1, 1946 – July 22, 2020

Nicholas Taras Pawluk was 
born in Germany and immi-

grated to 
the United 
States with 
his par-
ents and 
his twin 
brothers af-
ter WW II. 
His family 

settled in the Ukrainian com-
munity in Chicago IL. Nick 
entered the Army shortly after 
high school. He first served in 
Korea, and during his tour of 
duty at Redstone Arsenal in 
Huntsville AL in 1972, Nick 
met and married Beth Hano 
(granddaughter of Joseph and 
Lucille Burke of White Hav-
en.) The couple was married 
for 47 years. The military 
provided their European hon-
eymoon of four years, after 
which he served at Redstone 

and Fort Huachuca, AZ. 
Nick retired from the Army 

after 21 years’ service to his 
country, attaining the rank of 
Sergeant First Class. After-
wards he worked at Calhoun 
Community College for 20 
years. In civilian life Nick pro-
moted his Ukrainian cultural 
heritage though educational 
classes and displays, as well as 
teaching the art of Ukrainian 
egg decoration. Nick repre-
sented Ukraine at the Mobile 
International Fest, the Burritt 
Museum, the UAH Interna-
tional Fest and Learning Quest 
for many years. Nick enjoyed 
several trips to Ukraine and 
Belarus to visit relatives; he 
last visited in October 2019.

Nick passed peacefully with 
his Beth by his bedside. He is 
survived by his wife, family in 
Illinois and Wisconsin, and 
friends all over the world. A 
private funeral will be con-
ducted at St. Thomas Episco-
pal Church in Huntsville. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may 
be sent to St. Thomas. (www.
laughlinservice.com). 

CHRISTIAN MERCADANTE
Christian Joseph Michael 

Mercadante, 22, of Mountain 
Top, passed 
away on 
Saturday, 
July 18, 
2020 in 
Geisinger 
Wyoming 
Valley Med-
ical Center, 

as the result of a motorcycle 
accident.

Born in Hazleton, he was 
the son of Joseph and Kelly 
Karpowich Mercadante and 
graduated from Crestwood 
High School, Class of 2016. 
He was serving his country 
proudly in the United States 
Marines and enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, riding his motorcycle 
and his quad.

He was preceded in death, 
in addition to grandparents, 
by his infant sister, Kay-
la Mercadante and brother, 
Shawn Camm.

Left to cherish Christian’s 
memory, in addition to 
his loving parents, are his 
brother, Mark (Stepha-
nie) Mercadante of Ha-

nover Township; sister, 
Caitlyn Callahan of Ashley; 
twin sister, Christina Mer-
cadante, Mountain Top; 
sister, JennaRae of Moun-
tain Top; brother, Anthony 
Mercadante of Mountain 
Top; maternal grandmother, 
Constance Karpowich; nieces 
and nephews, Alex, Alexis 
and Grayson Raczkowski and 
Jeovanna Jo Mercadante.  
He is also survived by aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

Funeral service were con-
ducted July 25, from the De-
siderio-Lehman Funeral and 
Cremation, 436 S. Mountain 
Blvd. Mountain Top. 

Interment followed with 
Military Honors in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Hanover Township.

Visit the funeral home web-
site at www.DesiderioFuner-
alHome.com for additional 
information.

Obituary Policy: The Journal-Herald does not charge for the publica-
tion of obituaries. They are treated as news articles, and edited to fit 

our requirements, as are all news items. Pictures may be included when 
available. Obituaries with special wording may be published as Tribute 

advertising, at regular rates. 
Call 215-0204-9131 xt304 for more information.

In Memory of

JOHN 
A. 

DIAS
We cannot see you with our eyes
 Or hear you with our ears,
But thoughts of you are with us
 Still and often dry our tears.
You whisper in the rustling leaves,
 That linger in the fall,
And in the gentle evening breeze
We’re sure we hear you call.
A part of you remains with us
 That none can take away
It gives us strength to carry on
 At the dawning of a new day.
We think of happy times we shared
 And then we softly sigh
But this we know we’ll meet again
 And never say goodbye.

Love, Your Family

SCAM ALERT

Granparent 
Scam: COVID

Since the start of the coro-
navirus pandemic, scam 
attempts have skyrocketed 
across the country. While the 
volume has increased, the 
types of crimes have large-
ly remained the same, albeit 
with a COVID-19 twist. One 
of the most prevalent scams 
right now is the “grandpar-
ent scam” where an impostor 
claims to be a grandchild in 
urgent need of financial help 
because they are sick with the 
coronavirus.

According to the FBI, 
victims in New Jersey and 
New York alone have lost $1 
million to the grandparent 
scam in recent months.  If 
you get a call from a grand-
child or someone claiming to 
be with your grandchild in 
urgent need, hang up and call 
your grandchild on a known 
number, or another relative 
who would know their where-
abouts. Then report the scam 
to authorities at ftc.gov/com-
plaint.

Be a fraud fighter!  If you 
can spot a scam, you can stop 
a scam.

Visit the AARP Fraud Watch 
Network at www.aarp.org/
fraudwatchnetwork  or call 
the AARP Fraud Watch Net-
work Helpline at 1-877-908-
3360 to report a scam or get 
help if you’ve fallen victim.
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Mullery bill included in House Democratic package 
to provide relief to restaurant, bar and club workers 

A bill introduced by state 
Rep. Gerald Mullery has 
been included in a legislative 
package announced by House 
Democrats to provide relief to 
owners and workers of Penn-
sylvania restaurants, bars 
and clubs impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“The food service industry 
is among one of the hardest 
hit industries in Pennsylvania 
due to COVID-19,” Mullery 
said. “These hardworking 
business owners and their 
staff lost wages and profits 
through no fault of their own 
and they need assistance now. 
We need to do everything we 
can to ensure their businesses 
survive this pandemic.”

Mullery’s bill would waive 
the liquor license renewal fee 
for any bar, restaurant or club 
that suffered more than a 25% 

downturn in business due to 
the virus. The other bills in 
the package include: 
• Earmarking CARES grant 

funding from the federal 
government to be directed to 
small, community restaurants 
instead of national chains to 
ensure those dollars are in-
vested back into the region.

• Earmarking CARES grant 
funding from the federal 
government for Pennsyl-
vania breweries, distill-
eries and wineries forced to 
reduce capacity to protect 
patrons. Most of these busi-
nesses are small and fami-
ly-operated and help support 
multiple community efforts, 
and this funding will help 
keep them in operation.  

• Expanding access to out-
door dining for restaurants 
and diners, including re-

moving limitations concern-
ing public thoroughfares, 
fees and delays in approval. 
Scientific evidence is grow-
ing that outdoor activity 
is a much lower risk than 
indoor dining, and help-
ing restaurants add space 
outdoors can help them stay 
open while giving people an 
opportunity to get out and 
enjoy themselves. 

• Increasing the discount for 
restaurants and bars hold-
ing liquor licenses when 
they purchase wholesale 
alcohol from 10% to 15%, 
putting more money back in 
the pockets of operators to 
keep their doors open and 
staff employed.

• Eliminating the $500 
off-premise catering permit 
fee to allow more restau-
rants to safely cook food in 

kitchens and deliver it to 
safe outdoor locations, as 
well as remove the March 
deadline to submit an ap-
plication to do off-prem-
ise catering, and end the 
52-event-per-year cap.

• Eliminating sales tax late 
payment penalties on 
restaurants and bars pur-
chasing alcohol from whole-
salers and allowing for a re-
payment grace period when 
the industry has recovered. 

• Requiring business insur-
ance policies to pay dam-
ages and benefits when a 
disaster emergency is de-
clared. An insurance policy 
that doesn’t pay the holder 
when emergencies arise is 
worse than no coverage at 
all — it is money that could 
have been used to reinvest 
in the business thrown 

away. When the pandemic 
hit, many policies invoked 
an “Act of God” loophole to 
not pay damages, and busi-
nesses have suffered. 

• Allowing license holders 
with licenses in safekeep-
ing relief from paying the 
license renewal or valida-
tion fee for one year. Just 
a few months ago, many 
of these businesses were 
making renovations and 
improvements that would 
have put them in a posi-
tion to remove their license 
from safekeeping and start 
operating — the virus delay 
shouldn’t stop these entre-
preneurs from reinvesting 
in their communities.  
Mullery said quick action is 

needed on the bills to help miti-
gate the financial burdens faced 
by these small businesses. 

Mud Ducks and Puddle Pirates
By 1778, things looked bad 

for the new nation seeking 
to be free of the tyrannical 
rule of Great Britain. Wash-
ington’s army was struggling 
to continue the fight without 
food, materials, or ammuni-
tion. The US Navy consisted 
of converted merchant ships 
and were hopelessly out 
gunned by the British fleets 
that blockaded all American 
ports. The well-equipped 
British had a chain of supply 
provided by a fleet of mer-
chant ships anchored out of 
gun range offshore, using 
“Longboats,” to bring the 
supplies ashore to their army 
as needed.

Sitting in the pubs and 
taverns were the angry and 
frustrated American mer-
chant sailors and fishermen 
who, because of the British 
blockade, had no work and no 
pay. Fed up, they decided to 
act. Using the smaller fishing 
boats called Cutters, which 
were small, but fast - designed 
to “Cut through the seas,” they 
waited in the early morn-
ing fog for the British supply 
boats heading to shore to off-
load, then attacked. The light-
ly armed longboats were easily 
overtaken and the supplies 
transferred to the cutters and 
given to Washington’s army.

Hearing of the success, the 

call went out via the taverns 
for merchant sailors and fish-
ermen to take up arms to help 
supply Washington’s army.

The British started sending 
armed patrols to protect the 
supply-carrying longboats and 
declared any attacks on Brit-
ish supply boats was piracy 
punishable by hanging, so the 
American pirates, as they were 
known, changed tactics. These 
armed escorts with soldiers 
and a small cannon, were larg-
er and drafted much deeper in 
the water than the longboats 
or the cutters. 

At night, the British rowed 
the longboats at times 2 to 3 
miles to shore, were guided by 
a bonfire on shore. The Ameri-
cans overwhelmed the British 
onshore and extinguished 

their bonfire, then built an-
other a mile down the coast, 
luring the longboats into tidal 
pools and shallow water while 
the trailing armed escort ran 
aground. This left the shallow 
draft cutters to loot the British 
supplies while the escort was 
stuck on the rocky reefs.  

These American pirates 
played a valuable role keep-
ing our Army supplied. These 
unsung heroes faded away by 
war’s end in 1781.  

The British blockaded 
American merchant ships 
several years later, abduct-
ing American sailors forcing 
service in the British fleet. 
These ships offloaded offshore 
to avoid paying revenues on 
cargo to our new nation. The 
United States needed the reve-

nue, so Alexander Hamilton, 
then secretary of the treasury, 
again called upon these  “Pub 
Pirates” to collect revenues, 
seize cargos and assist Amer-
ican sailors at sea from ships 
damaged by the British. They 
became so successful that on 
August 4th, 1790, Congress 
authorized them into service 
as the United States Revenue 
Cutter Service, the birth of the 
United States Coast Guard. 
Called many things over the 
years from the shallow wa-
ter beginning: “Mud Ducks, 
Shallow Water Sailors, Puddle 
Pirates” and so on, the U.S. 
Coast Guard rose from a hum-
ble beginning to a world-re-
nowned maritime service 
serving the United States 
worldwide.

Veterans Corner Commentary by John Kearns, USCG Ret., chiefk@pa.metrocast.net 
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Packer Township looks at changes to zoning and land use
by Seth Isenberg

Packer Township super-
visors held a Zoom meeting 
on July 7 from the municipal 
building. 

In reports, permit/ zoning 
shows one building permit 
inspection, and one violation 
notice. 

The Planning Commission 
met on June 29 and went over 
the update of the township’s 
zoning, subdivision and land 
development ordinances. The 

changes will be advertised, 
and a public hearing is sched-
uled for August 10 starting at 
7. 

Supervisors extended the 
declaration of disaster emer-
gency for another 60 days. 

The water drainage issue on 
a Sand Spring Road property 
is getting another look. The 
township is talking with land-
owners, seeking cooperation. 

The pipes replacement and 
road paving project on Wetzel 
Run Drive is underway, with 

weather delaying completion. 
Supervisors will buy a Stihl 

12.5’ pole saw and power unit 
from J.C. Small Engine, and 
buy the adaptors for a brush 
cutter and string trimmer. 

The new sound system was 
to arrive mid-month accord-
ing to secretary Stephanie 
Stolpe. Supervisor Terry 
Davis offered to help Stolpe 
in setting it up. It was also 
decided to buy up to five 
new desk-sized tables for the 
meeting room, “to facilitate 

social distancing.” Stolpe is 
also working with Verizon on 
a telephone problem on the 
township’s number. 

Supervisors were unani-
mous in welcoming Beaver 
Meadows as a member in the 
UCC Joint Board of Appeals. 

Income was $6,850, in-
cluding $4,224 in taxes and 
$1,455 in sewage and building 
permits. 

Bills of $10,773 were ap-
proved from June. The big 
items are $3,710 to Barber 
Ford for repairs $1,392 for 

tools repair, $1,358 for fire 
protection from Citizens Fire 
Co., $782 for attorney Rob-
ert Yurchak for legal services, 
$740 for SEO Bill Brior’s 
work, $574 for Barry Isett 
planning and zoning work, 
$509 for Carbon Engineering 
for Wetzel Run and Round 
Head roads work, plus 12 
smaller items. 

The meeting wrapped up in 
12 minutes.

Packer supervisors meet 
next on Tuesday, August 4, at 
6 p.m. via Zoom. 

Council agreed to buy an-
other six grinder pumps, at a 
cost not to exceed $13,000, at 
PA Co-Star prices. A discus-
sion of this led to a plan to 
get quotes from at least three 
suppliers of the pumps, then 
buy at the lowest cost. 

Nature Works, with their air 
boat, will be through to spray 
the lake weeds. Cost is a maxi-
mum of $3,700.

Mayor Deb Krysicki gave 

the police report, listing 27.25 
hours of work including re-
sponses to a vehicle accident, 
an identity theft, a domestic, 
a disorderly conduct, a report 
of a stolen boat, a traffic ticket, 
and a water rescue. 

Council member Shaun Kut-
er reported that there are still 
a few geese hanging around. 

Council member Jill Rosen-
stock reported that there is 
no news yet on the recreation 
grant, but her hopes are that 
bids can be done for August, 
and the work can start by 
October. She reported that 
mayor Krysicki had supplied 

spray disinfectant for the play-
ground. 

Krysicki reported that wrist 
bands are in effect for the 
beach, and seem to be helping. 

There was one right-to-
know request, a complaint 
about trash (property owner 
notified), a complaint about 
high grass, and one about con-
crete trucks.  

Seth Isenberg (this writer) 
of CANWIN was authorized 
to prepare a mailing to Penn 
Lake property owners about 
the upcoming electronics recy-
cling on August 15. The mailer 
is to circulate in early August. 

The meeting wrapped up 
with a robust discussion about 
short term rentals and how to 
enforce any rules. 

The next Penn Lake council 
meeting will be on Thursday, 
August 13, via an internet 
GoToMeeting, to begin at 7 
p.m. Council hopes that by the 
September meeting, citizens 
will again be able to meet in 
person.

Penn Lake
Continued from page 1

Carbon County is plan-
ning to do spraying for gypsy 
moths, and listed coordinators 
in each local municipality to 
contact if you want your prop-
erty included. 

Cherba’s Floral Designs on 
Hudsondale Street in Packer 
Township advertised its grand 
opening to be held from 9 to 8 
on August 11. 

Dr. John Biernacki was 
selected as Optometrist of the 
Year by the NEPA Optometric 
Society. 

A sports photo inside this 
issue showed the 1990 Holm-
berg Homes T-Ball Team of 
the White Haven Area Sports 
Association. 

The Pennsylvania Turnpike 
advertised to retirees and 
empty nesters, looking for 
toll-takers. 

Archives…
Continued from page 2

Visit our website at 
pocononewspapers.com 
for in-between-issue 
stories and events
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“Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit is a service agency committed to Helping Children Learn.”

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY
The Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit has IMMEDIATE openings for 
the following positions:
• Instructional  Assistants 
• Job Coach
• Contracted Behavioral Support  
• Substitute Teachers/IA
• Special Education Teacher
• Speech Therapist

Join our team and make a difference in the lives of children!

Please visit www.cliu.org, Employment Opportunities to apply and view the full job 
descriptions or call 610-769-4111 ext. 1296 if you have questions. EOE

In our search for differ-
ent things, we drove through 
Hickory Run State Park on 
Friday night to have a meal at 
the Albrightsville Fire Com-
pany in support of their work 
(and a good meal, too). After-
wards, on our way home, we 
took a short ride into the State 
Park campground, sighting 
families who set up tents, and 
a few RVs, to enjoy the beauty 
of the park and time away. It 
was coming on dark, so the 
campfires were lit and families 
were gathering ‘round them. 

There were far more tent 
campers in the park this week-
end than what we have seen in 
the past. It was great.

Saturday after a bit of work 
in the morning, we stopped 
through Wilkes-Barre to do 
an errand for Slater. That 
done, we decided to escape 
up the Susquehanna River, 
driving along on a narrowing 
state road (PA 92) along the 
river which took us through 
little riverside towns. Driving 
north out of the Wyoming 
Valley, you start getting into 
the Endless Mountains, and 
what’s special about this road 
is that it tucks in real close to 
some of these “mountains,” 

and through areas lush with 
hardwood forests. 

We reached Tunkhannock, 
where the road separates from 
the river, in time for a snack 
stop. Since we were there, we 
added a quick ride through 
the modest downtown before 
heading south on our re-
turn journey. There was still 
daylight, so we took a detour 
around Harvey’s Lake. Once at 
the lake, we just gawked at the 
homes and the boathouses, 
and the various gatherings as 
we drove past. We were home 
by last light.

Sunday was more work and 
a bit of shopping. Our reward 
for this was a quick ride after 
the stores to a remote dairy 
that makes its own ice cream. 

On our drives, we noticed 
that quite a few Subway shops 
were closed up, including the 
one in Jim Thorpe. Also, the 
BB&T branch in the Giant in 
Lehighton is closed. 

Other sightings including 
cats with kittens in White Ha-
ven and Weatherly. The stray 
cats in both boroughs appear 
to have had kittens. We’re 
not 100% sure that the White 
Haven cats are strays, but they 
are roaming loose. The cats in 

Weatherly are community fed. 
One of our friends sighted a 

bear one evening, up near the 
Schwab School in Weatherly.

Among our other sightings 
are lots of butterfly plants, but 
not so many butterflies. 

With the extended heat and 
the virus, we are also sight-
ing a bunch of new swimming 
pools so families can keep 
cool, and shelter safely at 
home.

Ice hockey starts up again 
this week. While I finished 
this column, I was also mon-
itoring the exhibition game 
between the Penguins and the 
Flyers. The season resumes 
this weekend and we’ll buy 
the NHL TV access to watch. 
Baseball is back, though off 

to a bumpy start after the 
Marlins beat the Phillies two 
games out of three, then came 
down with cases of COVID-19. 
I’m not sure what that says 
about the Phillies, except that 
they missed some games af-
terward. 

Colleges will start welcom-
ing their football teams soon 
to get them ready for the sea-
son. I’m hoping the coaches 
and staff can keep the athletes 
safe — because I want to see 
them play. For those colleges 
who cancelled their foot-
ball and fall sports seasons, 
I predict big cuts to athletic 
budgets for them, including 
other team sports eliminated 
as the financial reality hits… 
no revenue sports = no more 

golf teams, swimming & div-
ing, tennis, fencing, rowing/ 
crew, sailing, wrestling, gym-
nastics — pick three and trim 
the deficit by perhaps a half 
million dollars…

To wrap up, I had mowed 
and something I cut attract-
ed one of the neighborhood 
skunks on garbage night. Ruth 
had a narrow escape as she 
walked through our back yard, 
fortunately surprising the lit-
tle critter as much as herself… 
she took the long way around 
afterwards. 

On a related note, over the 
years I have planted a nice 
mix of lilies. Some of the more 
exotic flowers were blooming 
this week — and suddenly were 
gone, eaten by deer. 

Seth’s Sightings
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LVHN giving back to the community
July 15 was National Give 

Something Back Day. Col-
leagues from Lehigh Valley 
Health Network–Hazleton 
wanted to give back to the 
community who has been so 
supportive to them, especial-
ly during this pandemic, so 
they held a food drive to help 
supply local food pantries. Do-
nations came flooding in and 
were distributed equally to 
Catholic Social Services’ (CSS) 
St. Joseph Pantry, Commis-
sion on Economic Opportu-
nity’s (CEO) Hazleton Pan-
try, and Mountain Top Food 
Pantry at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. 

To give to these pantries 
and others in our area, search 
the internet for food pantries 
in the area you are looking to 
donate, or call CSS at 570-
455-1521, CEO at 570-455-
4994, or St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church at 570-474-6616.

At Mountain Top Food Pantry-St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, shown from left are Flossie Pedley, Mt. Top 
Food Pantry coordinator/volunteer; Linda Banos, 
physical therapist, Lehigh Valley Health Network 
Health Center at Mountain Top; and Jane Dodson, Mt. 
Top Food Pantry volunteer.

At St. Joseph Pantry-Catholic Social Services shown 
from left are Christine Duffy, volunteer; Stephanie 
Cuadros, coordinator; and Lisa Marie Halecky, LVHN.

Gaylene Hunter, left, president of  GFWC Mountain 
Top, presents a check for $750 to Florence Pedley of 
the Mountain Top Food Bank. Checks were also pre-
sented to the Mt Top Ambulance Association ($750), 
Mt Top Medical Clinic ($500), and Crestwood School 
District Food Backpack Program ($750). GFWC Moun-
tain Top has been serving the Mountain Top commu-
nity since 1954. For additional information about the 
club or joining email wcmtntop@gmail.com.

Shepherd House 
has emergency 
food available

The Shepherd House Food 
Panty in Weatherly will dis-
tribute food between 10 a.m. 
and noon on Saturday, August 
22. If you have an emergen-
cy and need food before this 
date, contact Charlie Hettler 
at 570-427-8981. If there is 
no answer, please leave your 
name and phone number on 
the answering machine and he 
will get back to you. 

The Food Pantry is located 
at 335 Third Street in Weath-
erly.

Future Distribution Dates: 
August 22
September 26
October 24
November 21
December 19
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County Leaders graduate 
from Center for Excellence

The County Commissioners Associa-
tion of Pennsylvania Center for Excel-
lence in County Leadership, a premier 
professional development program 
for county officials, recently graduat-
ed eight leaders from its intensive two 
and a half-day training program. 

The 2020 graduates include Lori 
Vargo Heffner, Northampton County 
council member; Benjamin Kafferlin, 
Warren County commissioner; David 
Kovach, Columbia County commis-
sioner; James Martin, Adams County 
commissioner; Daryl Miller, Brad-
ford County commissioner; C. David 
Pedri, Esq., Luzerne county manager; 
Michèlle Pokrifka, Esq., York County 
solicitor; and Dan Vogler, Lawrence 
County commissioner.

CEL training focuses on fostering 
individual growth through high-level 
classroom training aimed at enhanc-
ing communication, management and 
leadership skills. CEL includes classes 
in styles of leadership, managerial ver-
satility, interpersonal dynamics, crisis 
communication, media management, 
daily communication problem solv-
ing, decision making and other areas. 
The program is open to county com-
missioners or council members, chief 
clerks, county administrators and so-
licitors of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties. 
Key county leaders and department 
heads also are eligible. 

The 2020 CEL program was pro-
duced by The Professional Edge, Inc. 
(www.theprofessionaledgeinc.com).

Shown in the front row from left are Michèlle Pokrifka, York County 
solicitor; Dan Vogler, Lawrence County commissioner; Jim Martin, 
Adams County commissioner; and Lori Vargo Heffner, Northamp-
ton County council member. Back row are C. David Pedri, Luzerne 
County manager; Daryl Miller, Bradford County commissioner; 
Benjamin Kafferlin, Warren County commissioner; Dave Kovach, 
Columbia County commissioner.

Museum open every Saturday
The Weatherly Area Museum is 

open now through the end of October 
on Saturdays from 1-4 p.m. The muse-
um volunteers are also willing to open 
the museum for private visits upon re-
quest. More information can be found 

on their Facebook page. 
Anyone interested in volunteering 

at the museum should make contact 
through the Facebook page as well. 
New volunteers are always welcome!
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416 Main Street,White Haven

570-443-7000
Take-Out
or Delivery

www.JirehsPizzeria.com

Jireh’s
Pizzeria & Restaurant
Jireh’s

Pizzeria & Restaurant

Open 11 a.m. Mon.-Sat., Closed Sun.

Now open for inside diningNow open for inside dining
Reservations appreciatedReservations appreciated
Social distancing & masksSocial distancing & masks

FULL MENU TAKEOUTFULL MENU TAKEOUT
& Catering also offered& Catering also offered

We are open for takeout from 4:00 to 8:00, 
Tuesday through Saturday. Call 570-427-8550. 
Six-packs and wine coolers to go. To view our 
menu hit the “menu” button on our Facebook page or visit our website. 

Follow us on Facebook or visit www.weatherlycountryinn.com

Weatherly Country Inn
Restaurant & Catering 570-427-8550
6 Miles from White Haven, 1 Mile from County Home in Weatherly 
on Lehigh Gorge Drive (Weatherly-White Haven Highway)

    Eurana Avenue
    Fourth Street
    Fifth Street
    Smith Street
    East Main Street (finish)
    Blakeslee Avenue

Spruce Alley (between 2nd 
& 3rd St.)

 Dean Gray Alley
Wednesday August 5

Fell Street
Pardee Street
Packer Street
Carbon Street
Spring Street
Wilbur Street
Sixth Street
Seventh Street
Edgewood Lane
Oak Alley
Church Street

Thursday, August 6
Fairview Street
Maple Street
Kline Street South
Yeakle Street
Doney Run
Kline Street

Butz Street
Washington Street
Entwistle Street
Hudsondale Street
West Main Street
The Rocks
Sunflower Alley (Hudson-

dale to Maple St.)
Friday, August 7
   High Street

Dunnigan Lane
Franklin Street
Jefferson Street
Dunnigan Street
Younker Lane
Briar Lane
Lauderburn Avenue
Rebar Street
Monroe Court
Plane Street
Race Street
West Main Street
Alleys on West Side
Please be sure that all vehi-

cles are off the roadways on 
the dates indicated.

Should the weather not be 
conducive to street cleaning 
on any particular day, the 
schedule will advance to the 
next clear day in the order as 
listed above.

Streets…
Continued from page 1

White Haven looks at problem properties
by Ruth Isenberg

White Haven Borough 
Council looked at a dozen 
properties in the borough 
during their Zoom work-
shop meeting on July 27, and 
began the process of rank-
ing the problem spots. Atty. 
Sean Logsdon walked council 
through the process of what 
could be done about the prop-
erties, which ranged from a 
commercial lot on Main Street 
to private residences through-
out the borough, some empty 
and some occupied.

Cost is a factor in how much 
the borough can do about 
the problems, which have all 
been the subject of citizen 
complaints about safety and 
health issues. Atty. Logsdon 
said the first step is to send 
a notice of violation to the 
property owner, laying it all 
out, including the necessary 
remedies and process for an 
appeal. The property owner 
must be given a time period to 
correct the situation.

If no reply is received to the 
notice of violation, the bor-
ough can file with the district 
justice, for a fee. A hearing 
may be scheduled. He warned 
that property owners don’t 
always show up. 

If a judgment is issued in 
the borough’s favor, they 
then have to collect on that 
judgment. The matter can 
be transfered to the Court of 
Common Pleas, which can im-
pose a lien on the property. 

The borough can condemn 
a property if it poses a clear 
safety danger. This course 
makes it illegal for the owner 
to go back in to the property, 
but doesn’t provide any extra 
money to take it down. 

If properties are given over 
to the borough, as was recently 
done, the borough needs to find 
grant money to tear it down.

Borough manager Linda 
Szoke noted that serving the 
property owner is an addition-
al cost. 

Council member Bob Lam-
son said they need a cost and a 
budget. He suggested identify-
ing the properties with a real 
effect on safety and welfare of 
the public. Those need to be 
addressed. Trying to act on all 
12 properties at once could cost 
thousands of dollars, but the 
borough would end up getting 
nothing out of them. “It’s not 
going to be a positive thing on 
our budget,” he noted.

Atty. Logsdon said a lot 
of enforcement activity has 
been pushed back because of 

COVID. If  a property with a 
notice of violation goes up for 
tax sale and is purchased, the 
whole process starts over.

It was agreed to rank the 
offending properties based 
on length of time on the list, 
and the effect on neighboring 
property owners, while deter-
mining whether the properties 
are locally owned, and their 
current tax status, before tak-
ing further action.

AMVETS 
to meet

AMVETS Post 253 of White 
Haven will meet Sunday, 
August 2, at the VFW Post 
6615 at 1:30. All members are 
urged to attend. Command-
er Robert Mengle, Sr., will 
preside.

Capriotti’s food sale 
to benefit Salem UCC

Salem United Church of 
Christ will hold a Capriotti’s 
frozen food fundraiser sale on 
August 27.

Items available are a 5 
pound bag of frozen chicken 
fingers for $26.50; a person-
al 9 inch heat and eat Italian 
Stromboli for $7.50; a con-
tainer of 25 frozen homemade 
meatballs for $16.50 and a bag 
of 4 dozen frozen pierogies for 
$16.50.

Orders and payment by 
check are due by August 17, 
with checks made out to Sa-
lem U.C.C. 

Pick up will be on August 27 
from 5–7 p.m. at the church.

Place orders by calling Tere-
sa at 570-427-4321; Dolores at 
570-455-7962 or Margaret at 
570-427-4136.

Buy a copy of The Journal-Herald at:
White Haven Market, Fuel One and White Haven Exxon, Wawa in Kidder, 
Weasel’s Picks & Packs in Dennison, and T.J.’s Quick Stop and Weatherly 
Area Community Pharmacy in Weatherly. 
Or call 570-215-0204xt304 to start a subscription.

Hearing 
continued

The Packer Township Zon-
ing Hearing for the appli-
cation of Broad Mountain 
Power, LLC to construct 
and operate a Wind Farm is 
continued to August 31, at 5 
p.m. and at the Packer Town-
ship Municipal Building. 
Visit www.packertownship.
com for more information.
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Orthodontics

Dr. Ziegler Says...
Straighten Your Smile With A Specialist

313 South Mountain Blvd. (Route 309) Mountaintop, PA 18707

474-7878 CONVENIENT HOURS
(Evenings & Saturday Appointments Available)

Friendly Staff • All Insurances Welcome

PA Turnpike approves 2021 toll increase
The Pennsylvania Turn-

pike Commission (PTC) has 
approved a six-percent toll in-
crease for all E-ZPass rates sys-
temwide and for PA Turnpike 
TOLL BY PLATE rates that had 
been established before last 
month’s permanent conversion 
to All-Electronic Tolling (AET) 
at these locations:
• Beaver Valley Expressway 

(I-376);
• Delaware River Bridge (NJ 

border);
• Gateway Toll Plaza (Ohio 

border);
• Greensburg Bypass (PA 

Turnpike 66);
• Keyser Ave. and Clarkes 

Summit Tolls (Northeastern 
Extension); and

• Southern Beltway (PA Turn-
pike 576).

The increase — slated to take 
effect at 12:01 a.m. on Jan. 3, 
2021 — will enable the PTC 
to continue to maintain and 
operate its system and ensure 
safe travel for up to 500,000 
daily customers.

“The primary driver of the 
annual toll-rate increases 
continues to be our quarterly 
transit payments to PennDOT 
and the resulting debt service 
that comes along with the leg-
islatively mandated funding 
obligation,” said PA Turnpike 
CEO Mark Compton. “As a 
result, the PA Turnpike has 
delivered almost $7 billion in 
funding to PennDOT in the 
last decade, primarily to sup-
port mass-transit operations 
in Philadelphia and Pitts-
burgh.”

Compton said the PTC’s 
debt-service costs on out-
standing Act-44 bond debt 
are $440 million annually 
and growing; this amount 
must be paid each year even 
if the Commission seeks, and 
is granted, deferment of a 
quarterly Act-44 payment — 
as it recently did to partially 
offset revenue impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

New TOLL BY PLATE 
Rates Set

As part of its recent system-
wide change in toll operations, 
the Commission today also 
approved new TOLL BY PLATE 
rates at toll facilities converted 
to AET in June. The new rates, 
which also take effect Jan. 3, 
2021, include an average 45% 
increase over the 2020 cash 
rate for TOLL BY PLATE mo-
torists to reflect the costs of col-
lections for this tolling method. 
The new rate will not be applied 
at the previously mentioned 
TOLL BY PLATE facilities con-
verted before 2020.

“The new TOLL BY PLATE 
rate reflects the higher costs 
the Commission incurs to 
process the toll and collect 
payment — a pricing approach 
used by tolling agencies across 
the nation to cover the costs of 
administering AET systems,” 
Compton explained. “This 
balanced approach allows us 
to maintain a lower rate for 
those choosing a payment 

method that is less costly to 
manage, while those who 
choose a pricier payment op-
tion absorb those costs.”

Because of today’s action, 
the most common toll for a 
passenger vehicle will in-
crease from $1.50 to $1.60 
for E-ZPass customers and 
from $2.50 to $3.90 for those 
choosing TOLL BY PLATE. 
The most common toll for a 
Class-5 tractor trailer will in-
crease from $12.20 to $13 for 
E-ZPass and from $17.30 to 
$26.60 for PA Turnpike TOLL 
BY PLATE customers.

With the PA Turnpike TOLL 
BY PLATE option, high-speed 
cameras capture license-plate 
images as vehicles pass by. 
The registered owner receives 
an invoice for trips made 
through the tolling point. 
Invoices can be paid online, 
by phone or by mail. Upon 
receipt of a TOLL BY PLATE 
invoice, recipients do have an 
option to open an E-ZPass ac-
count and pay the lower rate.

The PTC is exploring op-
tions to offer TOLL BY PLATE 
discounts to motorists through 
pre-registration options. More 
details on these programs will 
be announced later this year.

Compton encouraged travel-
ers to consider E-ZPass, since 
it is the most convenient, least 
costly way to travel in Penn-
sylvania and is accepted in all 
neighboring states and across 
the eastern United States. 

E-ZPass is the largest interop-
erable toll-collection program 
in the United States, consist-
ing of toll agencies in 18 states 
from Maine to Florida and 
west to Illinois. It was recent-
ly announced that Florida’s 
Turnpike Enterprise (FTE) 
will start accepting E-ZPass 
later this year, joining the 
Central Florida Expressway 
Authority’s toll-road network 
in Metro Orlando in accepting 
E-ZPass for payment of tolls.

“Currently, 86 percent of 
our customers have chosen 
E-ZPass, with more switching 
every day. Now that hun-
dreds of grocery stores in the 
commonwealth offer E-ZPass, 
chances are you regularly 
pass by at least one of them,” 
Compton said. “Because of 
our low administration and 
enrollment fees, and the abil-
ity to set up an automatically 
replenished or cash-funded 
E-ZPass account, there’s sim-
ply no reason not to get it.”

Most of PA’s top grocery 
chains offer E-ZPass GoPaks, 
including Giant Eagle, Acme, 
Giant Food Stores and Weg-
mans. In addition, travelers 
can pick up an E-ZPass GoPak 
— which includes a transpon-
der that must be registered 
before it is used — at all 17 
Turnpike service plazas and 
Pennsylvania AAA offices. To 
find a location nearby, vis-
it https://www.paturnpike.
com/toll/sales.aspx.

The PA Turnpike no longer 
accepts cash or credit cards 
on the system after having 
permanently converted to 
All-Electronic Toll (AET) col-
lection last month. Since the 
PTC began studying, plan-
ning for and implementing 
AET, more than 30 agencies 
in 14 states have established 
systems using proven AET 
technologies.
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Journal-Herald Classifieds
Deadline is 5 p.m. Monday.  $13/col. in. We accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover and American Express, as well as cash and checks. Call 570-215-0204 xt 304 to place your ad.

Adoption

ADOPTING YOUR newborn is 
lifes greatest gift. Your baby 
will be loved and cherished 
forever. Expenses paid Call 
Edite (646) 241 8730

Announcements

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR 
CLASSIC CAR. Advertise with 
us. You choose where you want 
to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit 
macnetonline.com for details.

ROUNDUP 10 BILLION 
DOLLAR weed killer cancer 
settlement. You or your loved 
one may still be able to file a 
claim. Call Attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

Automotive

Get cash for your used or junk 
car today. We buy all cars, 
trucks, and SUVs. Free pick 
up. Call 888-368-1016.

Autos Wanted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
All Makes/Models 2002-
2019! Any Condition. Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
2002 and Newer! Any Condition. 
Running or Not. Competitive Offer! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

Autos/Cars For Sale

[CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!] 
All Makes/Models 2002-2019! 
Any Condition. Running or 
Not. Competitive Offer! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-368-1016

Got a car to sell? Advertise it 
here. Call 570-215-0204 xt304 
to place your Journal Classi-
fied. TIP: If your car is in good 
condition, a photo can help it sell!

Boats Wanted

Building Materials

COMPOSITE DECKING, 30 
Truck Loads available, 20 Colors 
$1.79 Linear Foot. Fiberon White 
Railing 6’ $110, 8’ $140 Slate 
Rd Supply 717-445-5222

Metal Roofing, Siding for 
houses, barns, sheds. Close 
outs, returns, seconds, over-
runs, etc. at Discount Prices. 
Huge inventory in stock. Slate 
Rd Supply 717-445-5222

Cleaning Service

CLEANING B.E.A.R. 
SERVICES

● Between guest cleaning
● Efficient & Evo-friendly
● Affordable
● Reliable
When cleaning’s a bear, just 
call Mare! @ 570-360-5282

Education/Career Training

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call 888-572-
6790. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get 
FAA approved hands on Aviation 
mechanic training. Financial 
Aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 888-686-1704

For Sale

SNOWBLOWER-Troy-Bilt. 
New, never used 2-stage 
snowthrower, Storm2620. 26” 
cleaning width. Best offer. 
Call or text 215-439-7534

TROY-BILT Wood Shredder, 
CS4325. Briggs & Stratton 
engine, 5 bushel bag size. 
Used one time. Best offer. 
Call or text 215-439-7534

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. 1-855-270-5098.

Boats Wanted

Education/Career Training

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to 
get the skills to become a Com-
puter & Help Desk Professional 
now! Now offering a $10,000 
scholarship qualified applicants. 
Call CTI for details! 888-449-
1713 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

Health/Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

Financial

For Sale

Health/Fitness

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
100 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150. 
FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
procedures. Real dental insurance. 
NOT just a discount plan. [Don’t 
wait!] Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

For Sale

Home Improvement

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Hunting & Fishing

74 ACRES w/pond Deer/Ducks/
Fish/Homesite, LaSalle Parish, 
Chet Atkins, Mossy Oak Properties 
of Louisiana, 318-554-8342 
mossyoakpropertiesla.com

Internet

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous

WANTS TO purchase min-
erals and other oil & gas 
interests. Send details P.O. Box 
13557, Denver, Co 80201

Miscellaneous

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & As-
soc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Miscellaneous

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Con-
sultation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-609-2189

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for [350+ ] 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
-NOT just a discount plan. [Don’t 
wait!] Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-308-2834 www.
dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s 
Buy one, Give One. While supplies 
last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-855-481-3969 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/national

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data  FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-855-973-9254

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-402-0373

Cross country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long distance 
move. 1-844-452-1706

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$39.99/month. Select All-Included 
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On Demand. 
FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. 
Premium movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed 
Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. 
Call Today for $100 Gift Card! 
Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-
9146 (some restrictions apply)

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 331-1875

40x80x12

$30K

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential

PA Lisc. #129608

Serving our 
Customers for 

  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

All buildings include 
overhang 2 sides, 
2 slider doors & 

1 entry door
Erected on your level lot

60x120x16$60K
50x96x14

$40K

Satellite Internet That is Unlimited 
With No Hard Data Limits!2

1-855-973-9254
HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company.
2  If you exceed your monthly plan data, you will experience reduced data speeds until the start of your next billing period. Reduced speeds will typically be in the range  of 1 – 3 Mbps and may  cause 
Web sites to load more slowly or a�ect the performance of certain activities, such as video streaming or large downloads/uploads. 

CALL TODAY - LIMITED SPECIAL OFFERS IN YOUR AREA!

25 Mbps Download Speed
25mbps download and 3mbps upload1

No Hard Data Limits2

Wi-Fi Built-In
Connect your wireless devices at home

Call For Special O�ers In Your Area
Pricing varies by region
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Miscellaneous

Call Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-855-404-2366

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
Needed. $40/month. 65 Channels. 
Stream Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On Demand Ti-
tles. No Annual Contract. No Com-
mitment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award - even with 
smoking history. NO obligation! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 833-518-0768

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Time-
share Cancellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 844-909-3339

BOY SCOUT COMPENSA-
TION FUND - Anyone that was 
inappropriately touched by a 
Scout leader deserves justice and 
financial compensation! Victims 
may be eligible for a significant 
cash settlement. Time to file is 
limited. Call Now! 833-729-0164

Need some cash? Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches 
& diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK 
1-844-209-9872 or visit www.
GetGoldGeek.com/nani BBB 
A+ Rated. Request your 100% 
FREE, no risk, no strings attached 
appraisal kit. Call today!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Were you or a loved one diag-
nosed with Ovarian Cancer, En-
dometrial Cancer, Fallopian Tube 
Cancer or Peritoneal Cancer in 
2010 or later and used Johnson & 
Johnson Baby Powder regularly in 
the genital area previous to diag-
nosis? If so, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call 877-761-9069.

Miscellaneous

Protect your home with home 
security monitored by ADT. 
Starting at $27.99/mo. Call now 
to get a Free equipment bundle 
including: Keypad, motion sensor, 
wireless door and windows 
sensors. Call 833-719-1073

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and 
Newer. Nationwide Free Pick Up! 
Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions ap-
ply. Call us today 1-888-796-8850

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. 1-833-872-2545.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer! Why 
wait? Call now: 866-951-7214

Motorcycles

Real Estate For Sale
SELLING A FARM OR HOUSE? 
Advertise it here and neighbor-
ing publications. We can help 
you. Contact MACnet MEDIA 
@ 800-450-6631 or visit our 
site at MACnetOnline.com

Wanted To Buy

Wants to purchase minerals 
and other oil and gas inter-
ests. Send details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

FREE * Cold Laser for
Dog Wounds/Joints

Offer Expires August 7, 2020

*With $69.00 Video/Book Purchase
Visit:  vetrolight.com

or Call:  1-800-742-8433

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

THEME: WHO SAID IT?
ACROSS
1. Involuntary twitch
6. World’s oldest na-

tional broadcaster
9. Pilgrimage to 

Mecca
13. Pacific island 

greeting
14. “____ the ram-

parts...”
15. Prefix relating to 

sun
16. Not so crazy
17. Maiden name 

indicator
18. Greet the day
19. Mentally pre-

pared for some-
thing scary

21. *”There’s no 
place like home”

23. Liveliness
24. Answer to this 

clue, e.g.
25. Winter bug
28. Hatha or bikram
30. Incense burner, 

in a church
35. Bubonic plague 

spreaders
37. Bottle plug
39. Part of TNT
40. Bad luck predic-

tor
41. *”D’oh!”
43. Cleopatra’s 

necklace
44. Red Cross 

supply
46. Have supper
47. Female crab, or 

crybaby in Aus-
tralia

48. Belonging to 
Cree, e.g.

50. Byproduct of 
combing wool

52. Be nosey

53. Spilled the beans
55. Band booking
57. *”I have always 

depended on the 
kindness of strang-
ers”

61. *”The caged bird 
sings of freedom”

65. Acoustic output
66. Polar toy-maker
68. Oodles
69. *”Everyone 

wants to be Cary 
Grant. Even I want 
to be Cary Grant.”

70. “Funny or ____”
71. Tutor’s student
72. Withered
73. Use a Singer, 

e.g.
74. Not be frugal

DOWN
1. Fresh talk
2. Surveyor’s work
3. Excellent
4. Pen dweller
5. *”Don’t worry ‘bout 

a thing, ‘cause 
every little thing is 
gonna be alright.”

6. *”A martini. Shak-
en, not stirred.”

7. Samantha of “Full 
Frontal”

8. Words to live by
9. Submarine sand-

wich
10. Climbed down
11. Potluck offering
12. *”It’s a moo 

point”
15. Habituate, like a 

plant
20. Historical period
22. Tolkien human-

oid

24. Global problem?
25. *”Two roads di-

verged in a yellow 
wood”

26. Coeur de ____ 
____, “Titanic”

27. Embryo cradles
29. Well-behaved
31. Lice eggs
32. “Sesame Street” 

prominent archi-
tecture feature

33. Not right
34. *”Yo, Adrian!”

36. Give the cold 
shoulder

38. Bingo-like game
42. 1837 to 1901, to 

Queen Victoria
45. Ronald McDon-

ald or Mickey 
Mouse

49. ____-di-dah
51. Hanukkah’s eight
54. Must-haves
56. “Faster!” to a 

horse
57. Tea servings

58. Fishing decoy
59. Month before 

Nisan
60. Half a golf round
61. “____ ____Good 

Men”
62. Like the White 

Rabbit
63. Inviting sign
64. Like a hand-me-

down
67. Baron Munchau-

sen’s statement
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Get your Journal-Herald in the mail 
each week. Or send it to a friend. 
The Journal-Herald costs $45 per year outside of Carbon and Luzerne 
Counties; $40 in Carbon & Luzerne Counties—less than buying at the store. 
Send the form below with your check, or call 570-215-0204 xt304 to order 
and pay with a credit card. Make check payable to: CANWIN
Mail to: 211 Main St., White Haven PA 18661
Send The Journal-Herald to:

NAME ____________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________

________________________________________

If a gift, sign the card from:

________________________________________

LVHN-Hazleton introduces new MedEvac 
helicopter to Northeastern PA fleet

Lehigh Valley Health Net-
work (LVHN) introduced an 
EC-145 helicopter to its fleet 
to enhance the health net-
work’s continuum of care in 
northeastern Pennsylvania. 
This aircraft features a larger 
cabin, which allows additional 
members of the care team and 
equipment to be used in flight. 

“No matter what hospital in 
the health network patients 
visit, they have the backing 
of an entire health network,” 
says John Fletcher, Presi-
dent, Lehigh Valley Hospital 
(LVH)–Hazleton. “Patients 
who normally would require 
ground transport due to life-
saving equipment and care 
team members who need to 
accompany them, can now be 
flown to the Lehigh Valley.”

“NICU patients often require 
space for equipment such as 
an isolette, which keeps the 
baby warm during transport, 
ventilator equipment with ox-
ygen, cardiac monitors, and IV 
pumps in addition to the care 

team,” says Nathan Hagstrom, 
MD, Chair of Pediatrics at 
LVHN and Physician in Chief, 
Lehigh Valley Reilly Children’s 
Hospital. “This aircraft provides 
the space needed to help these 
little patients arrive to Lehigh 
Valley Reilly Children’s Hos-
pital quickly while receiving 
the acute care they need.” At 
Lehigh Valley Reilly Children’s 
hospital, patients have access to 
over 30 specialties, just for kids.

Patients requiring extra-
corporeal membrane oxy-

genation, or ECMO, also will 
benefit. ECMO is often used 
for patients who have heart 
failure, cardiogenic shock or 
cardiac arrest. During the pro-
cedure, blood is drawn from 
the body and run through 
a machine that acts as an 
artificial lung. It requires an 
in-flight team of at least three 
people – a critical care trans-
port registered nurse, critical 
care transport paramedic, 
perfusionist, and sometimes 
even a cardiothoracic surgeon. 
Today, these patients can be 
connected to all the services 
of Lehigh Valley Heart Insti-
tute in a fraction of the time 

through MedEvac air trans-
portation.

LVHN partners with Air 
Method to operate a fleet 
of four helicopters here in 
northeastern Pennsylvania. 
All MedEvac vehicles, whether 
helicopter or ambulance, are 
staffed by experienced critical 
care professionals capable of 
administering care beyond the 
scope of Advanced Life Sup-
port ambulances. The EC-145 
will be centrally located in a 
hangar at Hazleton Regional 
Airport and will serve Lu-
zerne, Schuylkill, Monroe and 
Carbon counties for patient 
transport. 
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Saints’ Alvin Kamara is a player to watch in NFL 2020 
by Michael Gutierrez 

At 75%, Alvin Kamara is 
better than most NFL run-
ning backs at 100%. Want 
proof? Even though Kamara 
was injured for a good share 
of last season, he still suit-
ed up for 14 games. Despite 
physical limitations, Ka-
mara racked up nearly 800 
rushing yards and over 500 
receiving yards. He placed 
in the NFL’s top three in re-
ceptions for a running back 
at 81. 

And if you think that was 
good (it is), then get ready to 
see what Kamara will do in 
2020. Here are three reasons 
why I think he’ll motor to the 
top of his class. 

Adding Emanuel Sand-
ers Benefits Kamara: This 
off-season the Saints signed 
10-year vet, Emanuel Sand-
ers, to a 2-year, $24 million 
deal. That made the Saints’ 
offense -- already one of the 
NFL’s best -- a whole lot 
better. The move benefits Ka-
mara because it opens up the 

field for him. New Orleans 
already has Michael Thomas, 
who can lineup anywhere, 
and adding Sanders opens 
things up even more. Look for 
a significant uptick in Ka-
mara’s receptions now that 
Drew Brees has two outstand-
ing WRs who’ll get plenty of 
defensive attention.

Kamara Will Be 100%: 
The only question is whether 
Kamara can get back to the 
numbers he had in 2018 when 
he rushed for nearly 900 
yards, caught over 80 passes 

for 700 yards, and scored 14 
touchdowns. This year, I think 
he’ll beat those numbers. If he 
stays healthy, 1000 rushing 
yards, 1000 receiving yards, 
100 passes caught, and 20 
TDs aren’t out of Kamara’s 
reach. 

Kamara’s Rookie Con-
tract Is Up After This Sea-
son: It’s a matter of self-in-
terest, isn’t it?. In the last year 
of his rookie contract, Kamara 
wants to impress General 
Managers and head coaches 
so that he’ll be able to sign a 

new and more lucrative deal. 
Of course, the Saints have a 
vested interest, and the team 
will have a big decision to 
make. Will they re-sign Alvin? 
That’s a question to monitor 
all season long.

It all adds up to this: Alvin 
Kamara will be a player to 
watch as the NFL season un-
folds. 

____________
Texas-based Michael Guti-

errez writes on the NFL and 
NBA for The Sports Column.

‘To play or not to play’ isn’t the right question
by Roger Barbee

After reading several news-
paper articles recently - the 
most recent about how 14 
members of the Marlins’ base-
ball organization have tested 
positive for COVID-19 - I no 

longer think that the driving 
question is whether to play or 
not to play. It’s whether the 
right to play matters more 
than personal and social re-
sponsibilities.

And the implications of that 
matter are very close to home. 

High schools around the 
country are deciding whether 
there will be school-sponsored 
sports this fall. Earlier in the 
week, I read an article carry-
ing this headline: “Athletes 
protest to save their seasons.” 
The very next day, the paper’s 
editorial board wrote, “it’s 
neither safe to be together nor 
smart to have teenagers on the 
field colliding with one anoth-
er for hours each week.” 

As I read both articles, dif-
ferent language choices came 
to mind. Think of the word, 
lost, and then consider what 
it means to say, taken away. 
Both ‘lost’ and ‘taken away’ re-
fer to the speaker. Something 
that belonged to the speaker 
(‘possessed’ is the right word) 
is no longer in his/her own-

ership. The speaker, then, 
becomes a victim of somebody 
else’s problematic action. 

The full expression might 
be communicated this way: 
“We’ve lost our senior year. It 
has been taken away from us!” 
Just a few months ago, the 
reference wasn’t to athletics, it 
was to ‘lost’ graduations, and 
proms that were ‘taken away.’ 
More recently, it’s about not 
being able to enjoy summer 
vacation the way we’re accus-
tomed.

That language, of course, 
is self-serving and denies 
the fact that experiences like 
those are never ‘owned.’ But 
when experiences are pre-
sented as lost or taken away, 
the unspoken assertion is that 
rights trump responsibility. 

And when that happens, those 
who exercise responsibilities 
(such as board members of 
a state high school athletic 
association) are viewed as ‘the 
problem,’ and right-seekers 
(players, parents, and coach-
es, for example) view and 
present themselves as victims 
of a harmful deed perpetrated 
against them.

If there was ever a time in 
America when responsibilities 
should supersede rights, it’s 
today. America is experienc-
ing a deadly pandemic spread 
by person-to-person contact. 
But when the right to play is 
considered more important 
than doing what’s in the pub-
lic’s good, then the conversa-
tion no longer is about sports. 
It’s about society and what we 
value as a people.

There’s another participa-
tion option this fall. It’s every-
body doing his or her part to 
stem the tide of a pandemic. 
It’s the responsible thing to 
do.

______
Roger Barbee lives in North 

Carolina and writes for The 
Sports Column. 
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Beasty Treats Pet Supplies
& Dog Grooming Spa

We pamper 
your pets!

And we carry a full line of pet supplies 
and food for your pet’s needs — 
whatever kind of pet you have! 
Open  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
9 am-5 pm
Sat, by appointment

Dog Grooming Services Mon-Sat
Call (570)579-7735

314 Main Street, White Haven
www.beastytreats.com

Out
in the

Open
TV

20th ANNIVERSARY
on Blue Ridge TV 13

THURS. 9:30 PM
Replays: FRI. 8:30 AM & 9:30 PM

SAT. 12:30 PM • SUN. 1 AM & 11:30 AM
MON. 12 AM & 6 AM

ALL OUTDOORS • WILDLIFE
HUNTING & FISHING

CONSERVATION • ENVIRONMENT

HOSTS:  Alex & JoAnne Zidock

Four days into MLB season, things already unraveling
by Steve Stallone

Sports Editor

Rarely does a day go by that 
someone - or multiple people 
- doesn’t ask me the mil-
lion-dollar question: Do you 
think we’ll have high school 
sports in the fall?

My answer to them has been 
pretty consistent. “I’d like to 
think there will be, and I hope 
there is, but I really don’t 
know,” I’ll say. “With a lot of 
the colleges and universities 
postponing their fall seasons, 
and delaying the start of their 
winter sports seasons until 
at least January, I’m not sure 
that there will be a high school 
sports season this fall.”

This country’s four major 
professional team sports - 
baseball, football, basketball 
and hockey - have a plan in 
place to play out their 2020 
schedules, and are moving 
ahead with those plans. It is a 
path lined with speed bumps, 
land mines and plenty of 
doubt.

Over the weekend, we al-
ready learned how difficult it 
will be to play sports - and do 
so safely - during a pandemic 
as wide-spread and deadly as 
COVID-19 has proven to be. 

Major League Baseball was 
the first of the major sports to 
begin playing official games. 
With all the testing, cleaning 
and abundance of caution in 
place, it took just four days for 
things to implode. During the 
Miami Marlins’ season-open-
ing trip to Philadelphia, at 
least 14 members of the Mar-
lins - including 12 players - 
tested positive for the corona-
virus. Some of them actually 

played in a game against the 
Phillies at Citizen’s Bank Park 
knowing they were infected.

Now, those players and 
coaches are in quarantine, at 
least the Marlins’ next two 
games have been postponed, 
as has the Phillies’ scheduled 
game against the New York 
Yankees on Monday. It is 
likely more members of the 
Marlins’ travel team will test 
positive in the coming days. If 
they follow the recommended 
7-10 day quarantine length, 
that means no contact with 
one another whatsoever, and 
no games. You can already see 
this having a domino effect on 
the rest of the league and the 
already compressed 60-game 
schedule. And it’s a pretty 
good guess what is happen-
ing within the Marlins team 
is going to happen to other 
teams as they travel from city 
to city in close contact with 
one another.

According to some accounts, 
some of the Phillies players 
had been alarmed all week-
end by how the Marlins had 
appeared to not stagger their 
arrivals and workouts, and 
how few people in the Marlins 
dugout were wearing masks. 
Both of those practices go 
against MLB protocols in this 
pandemic startup.

Baseball rolled the dice, 
and it didn’t come up “seven” 
on the first weekend of play. 
There are more rolls this week 
and the next, and no guar-
antee that it won’t come up 

“snake eyes” on them. 
Certainly, the folks in the 

NFL, NBA and NHL are 
watching with concern.

The NBA begins play this 
week and NHL players have 
also arrived, although their 
entire schedules and practices 
will be played inside a “bub-
ble” in Orlando (NBA), and in 
two cities in Canada (NHL).

The NFL, on the other hand, 
is opening camps this week 
and is following baseball’s 
plan to keep its players in 
their home city and travel for 
games. The risks for football 
in general seem even greater 
than baseball. The NFL has 
more people involved per 
team, and more close contact 
than baseball. That said, you 
would expect that the virus 
would be more easily spread 
through an NFL team than a 
baseball team. 

So, if Major League Base-
ball can’t pull off their plan 
of playing in home markets 
while players and staff are 
living at home in their com-
munities with their families, 
how can we expect the NFL to 

do the same?
While it’s far too early to tell 

if sports during the corona-
virus pandemic can work - or 
is even a good idea - the early 
evidence isn’t exactly prom-
ising.

While professional sports is 
giving it a go, some colleges 
and universities are also mov-
ing ahead with plans on prac-
ticing and playing perhaps 
a conference-only schedule, 
including the Big Ten. As of 
this writing, the PIAA is giving 
high school teams the green 
light to continue offseason 
practicing - with precautions 
and social distancing guide-
lines in place - for what they 
hope will be a fall sports sea-
son.

That brings us back to the 
question I hear on an al-
most-daily basis: Do you 

think we’ll have high school 
sports in the fall? As a sports 
writer and a guy who has 
always loved competing in 
and watching sports, nothing 
would make me happier than 
to see scholastic sports return 
in the fall. 

Do I think it’s a good idea 
for sports to return so quick-
ly? After seeing what hap-
pened to the Miami Marlins, 
and listening to my inner 
voice, I say it’s probably too 
early. With so many Ameri-
cans still becoming infected 
and reeling from COVID-19, I 
don’t think we have a handle 
on this thing just yet. 

As I said earlier, the return 
of sports is a path lined with 
speed bumps, land mines and 
plenty of doubt. I’m not sure 
it’s worth rolling the dice on 
right now.
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