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THE ROCKPORT CHURCH in Lehigh Township is getting a facelift, thanks to the 
generousity of a local man. Dan Shields received his $1,200 stimulus check as part 
of the COVID-19 relief package, and decided to use it to benefit the community. 
He not only purchased paint to spruce up the the exterior of the old church, he 
also applied the paint. Lehigh Township Supervisors expressed their apprecia-
tion at their August 3 meeting, and discussed ways to continue the work, such as 
obtaining use of a bucket truck to paint the bell tower and other areas too high to 
be reached by ladder. Supervisors’ chair Larry Skinner voiced the hope that atten-
tion might now be turned to the inside of the historic building. A 501-C3 has been 
formed to protect and rehabilitate the structure. JH: Ruth Isenberg 

White Haven joins 
county DUI task force

by Ruth Isenberg

Following a public hear-
ing with no comments at the 
start of their July 27 meeting, 
White Haven Borough Coun-
cil voted to permit the White 
Haven Police Department 
to be part of the county DUI 
Task force. Atty. Sean Logs-
don explained that the Task 
Force had been put together 
by the Luzerne County District 
Attorney’s office to coordinate 
DUI enforcement activities 
such as checkpoints. Both the 
mayor and police chief were in 
favor of joining the task force, 
and council’s vote in favor was 
unanimous.

The report from engineer 
Don Totino included informa-
tion about a meeting held July 
20 with PennDOT regarding 
Route 940 traffic, specifically 
at the interesection of Church 
and Berwick Streets. Penn-
DOT said they would install a 
bituminous curb to take care 
of some of the storm water 
affecting Ed Gower’s property. 
Safety concern regarding the 
intersection were also dis-
cussed. Rep. Gerald Mullery’s 
office recommended getting 
the intersection in on the  
PennDOT 10-year plan. 

Mayor Fred Meier com-
plained that if drivers stop 
where the white line is paint-
ed at the STOP sign at the 

intersection, they cannot see 
around the corner. Police 
Chief Tom Szoke noted that 
state law requires a driver to 
stop at the line, then pull up to 
where they can see safely. 

Totino continues to work on 
the interactive Zoning Map 
and hopes to have the changes 
done by the end of the year. 

Atty. Logsdon had good 
news in the solicitor’s report. 
Mrs. Kiel has forwarded the 
money for the demolition of 
her property to the borough. 
She had been given until July 
31 to take things out of the 
building. As of the meeting, he 
was just waiting on her for the 
deed. Once it is recorded, the 
contractor can begin demoli-
tion. Borough manager Linda 
Szoke said the neighbors had 
requested a meeting with the 
contractor before work begins.

Council approved changes 
to the Police and non-uniform 
pension plans to make them 
IRS compliant. Contributions 
had been capped at .6%, below 
the average. The change raised 
the contribution level to 1.5% 
for non-uniform employees. 
Council member Bob Lamson 
noted this action doesn’t affect 

See WHITE HAVEN, page 6
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From 
The Weatherly Herald, 
Thursday, August 6, 1970
James Faust and Cletus 
Milan, Publishers

The groundbreaking for the 
new Carbon County Home 
was held last Wednesday. A 
photo shows Carbon County 
Commissioner Albert Koch 
with a shovel full of dirt, with 
officials looking on. Notable 
among these are commit-
tee member Irvin Neifert of 
Weatherly, and commission-
er Bud Angst. More than 100 
people turned out for the 
event. 

Also on the front page is 
a photo of Weatherly Bor-
ough Council members Paul 
Younker, Paul Ratajczack and 
Rosebud Drolles looking over 
a scaled model of the new 
Carbon County Home with 
Weatherly borough manager 
Carl Wagner. 

According to the general 
contractor, E. F. Sutter, work 
is expected to begin within 10 
days. 

George and Jowen 
Nunnermacker, just married 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Jim Thorpe on Saturday 
(attended by some Weath-
erly families), were on a Pan 
American World Airways 
flight to San Juan from New 
York that was hijacked to 
Cuba. The plane didn’t stay 
long in Havana, making its 
way to Miami before continu-
ing to San Juan. The couple 
promised a good story when 
then returned from their trip. 

Cub Pack #7 held a Cub 
Olympics recently at Eurana 
Park including a spear throw, 
high jump, basketball throw, 
30-yard dash and 120 yard-
dash. A baton relay was won 
by Mrs. Wheeler’s Den 3. 

The issue reprints a family 
story told by Albert Titus 
about the family’s small 
children’s encounter with a 
rattlesnake as the children 
were outside swimming. The 
family’s German Shepherd 
kept the kids safe. Albert 
shot the snake, cut its head 
off and buried it. 

Ronald Kelshaw has been 
accepted as a member of the 
freshman class at Moravian 
College in Bethlehem.

An inside photo shows 
members of the Lehigh and 
Lausanne Sportsmen’s Club 
righting tombstones that had 
been vandalized in the St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery, and also 
fixing the wrought iron fence. 

From the Sidelines,
by Don Garber

Walter Burke of Weatherly 
RD 1 reported a copperhead 
kill this past week. Garber 
added a reminder to step care-
fully when in the woods. 

The Weatherly 4-H Horse 
and Pony Club will host the 
Carbon County roundup com-
petition this Saturday at the 
Henry property. There will be 
18 events, with first and sec-
ond place winners allowed to 
compete in the District finals 
in Northampton. Congress-
man Dan Flood is expected to 
attend. 

Football season tickets are 
still available, with a limited 
number on the 50-yard line. 

Football practice will get un-
derway on August 18.

In memory of Garber,  
who passed away this past 
October. 

About 26 men came togeth-
er for an evening of softball 
on Sunday, hosted by Rick 
Garber and the Rev. Donald 

Stump. They tried to play on 
Saturday but were rained out 
after an inning and a half was 
played. They men plan to try 
another game next Sunday. 

The Valley 13 All-Stars 
lost their two games over the 
weekend in the PA Babe Ruth 
13 Tournament, 24-4, then 
9-2. It’s double-elimination, 
so the team was eliminated. 

From The Journal-Herald
August 9, 1990
Clara and Jay Holder, 
Publishers

Front page photos for this 
issue show New Bridge Fes-
tival committee chairman 
Chickie Gower receiving a 
plaque in appreciation of her 
work in leading the commit-
tee to a successful first-ever 
event. Committee secretary 
Steve Timinsky made the 
presentation. A second photo 
shows some of the commit-
tee, including Dolly Daneker, 
Kate O’Donnell, Gower, 
Timinsky, Harvey Morrison, 
Lois Gower, Margaret Reilly, 
Electra O’Donnell, Tom Pardi, 
Marie Morrison, Marie Piro, 
Ed Gower, Linda Kistler, Lew 
Kistler, Joe Lehman and Jay 
Holder. 

The event made a $3,672 
profit

The committee voted to 
organize towards holding an-
other Homecoming July 6 & 7 
in 1991.

Dennison Township supervi-
sors are discussing joining with 
the White Haven Municipal 
Authority to offer sewage ser-
vices to the Middleburg section 
of the township. The township 
will need an act 537 study, so 
the township’s engineer was 
directed to prepare one.

From the Archives

See ARCHIVES, page 11

Learning a new way
by Ruth & Seth Isenberg

Both Weatherly Area and Crestwood have put a lot of time 
in planning for the opening of school, and now we get to where 
the rubber meets the road. The decisions about how to move 
students to the schools when classes are being held, and how to 
move students to educators when classes are not, are compli-
cated—and very important.

It’s all well and good to have on-line classes, but efforts need 
to be ramped up to make sure that the students engage. First 
up is a need to make sure connectivity is available in all areas. 
There are multiple conplaints about internet service in our 
communities, and often service outages. Cable provider Atlan-
tic Broadband is working to upgrade lines, some of which have 
been in place for years. More reliability will be a necessity for 
online learning. 

Custom programs online will work for self-motivating 
students. As for the rest, this year is going to be a social 
experiment. 

School teaches on many levels, in the classroom and in the 
interactions between students, and between students and 
teachers and administrators and staff. These interactions are 
extremely important because they teach the skills these young 
people will need to get on in the world around other people. 
Without a chance to develop social skills, those students may 
find themselves at a disadvantage when they enter the work 
world.

Patience will be needed on everyone’s part. Let’s not lose 
sight of the real goal—preparing young people to succeed in a 
complicated world.
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Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICE

At their regular meeting on July 
7, 2020, the Packer Township 
Supervisors voted to extend the 
Declaration of Disaster Emergen-
cy for 60 days. Call 570-427-8969 
regarding the declaration and any 
questions you may have. 

Stephanie Stolpe, Secretary
Packer Township Supervisors

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that Letters Testamentary have 
been granted to Philip Engman, 
Esq. of Wellington, Florida in the 
Estate of PHILIP DAVID ENG-
MAN, A/K/A PHILIP ENGMAN, 
late of White Haven, Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania who died 
on June 24, 2020.  All persons 
indebted to said Estate are re-
quested to make payment and 
those having claims or demands 
to present the same without delay 
to the Executor named:

PHILIP ENGMAN, ESQ.
9134 DUPONT PLACE

WELLINGTON, FL  33414
8/13

NOTICE OF HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that the Planning Commission of 
Lehigh Township will hold a hear-
ing at the Lehigh Twp. Munici-
pal Building, 1741 South Lehigh 
Gorge Drive, Weatherly, Carbon 
County, PA, on Thursday, August 
13, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., prevailing 
time, for the purpose of hearing 
the following matters:

A Minor Subdivision Application 
for Robert G. Richeson and Lori 
L. Faust to subdivide Parcel No. 
92-27-A6 into two lots, located 
at 53 South Lehigh Gorge Drive, 
Weatherly, Carbon County, PA.

A Reverse Subdivision Appli-
cation for Thomas W. Morelli, Jr. 
to combine Parcel No’s. 92-27-
A58.03 and 92-27-A49, located 
at 169 Indian Run Road, Lehigh 
Township, Carbon County, PA.

All persons are welcome to at-
tend and be heard. If you are a 
person with a disability and wish 
to attend this hearing, and require 
an auxiliary aid, service, or other 
accommodation to participate in 
the proceedings, please contact 
Christine Hoffman, Board Secre-
tary at (570) 371-8552 to discuss 
how Lehigh Township may best 
accommodate your needs.

Cynthia S. Yurchak, Esquire
Solicitor, Lehigh Township 

Planning Commission
121 Carbon Street, POB 49

Weatherly, PA 18255
8/6

Atty. Cindy Yurchak
Carbon County Law Office

for 29 Years

•Family Law
•Real Estate
•Civil Law
•Criminal Defense

Carbon, Luzerne & 
Schuylkill Counties

570-427-9817
121 Carbon St., Weatherly
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Death Roll
KATIE O’DONNELL

Katie O’Donnell, 84, of 
White Haven, died Friday, 

July 31, 
2020, in 
Geisinger 
Wyoming 
Valley Med-
ical Center.

Born in 
Hazleton, 
she was the 

daughter of the late Charles 
E. and Mildred Electra Sipler 
O’Donnell and was a grad-
uate of White Haven High 
School, Class of 1953.  She 
was a member of St. Patrick’s 
Church, White Haven and 
being a very civic minded 
woman, she was involved with 
local politics.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded by her 
sister, Roseann Timinsky; 
grandnephew, Jason Reinhart 
and brother-in-law, Lewis 
Reinhart.

She is survived by her sister, 
Jean Reinhart of Laceyville; 
nephews, Stephen (Eliza 
Fuhrey) Reinhart of Laceyville, 
and Timothy (Christine)  
Reinhart of Montgomery;  
nieces, Mary T. Chaconis of 
Hagerstown, MD and Ann 
Timinsky.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be conducted on Satur-
day, August 22, in St. Patrick’s 
Church, White Haven at 11 
a.m. with interment in the 
parish cemetery.

Visitation will be from 10:30 
a.m. until time of service at 
the church.

Arrangements are by  
Lehman Family Funeral  
Service, Inc., White Haven. 
Visit www.LehmanFuneral 
Home.com for additional in-
formation.

Philip J. Jeffries
Funeral Home

& Cremation Services
A Branch of Holmes – Griffiths F.H., Inc.

211 First Street, Weatherly, PA 18255

570-427-4231
E. Franklin Griffiths III F.D.
Philip J. Jeffries F.D./Supervisor
www.griffithsfuneralhomes.com

A new approach to funeral and
cremation care. Looking forward to
serving White Haven, Dennison,
Lehigh, and Foster Townships.

All arrangements and consultations
from the comfort of your home.

Guiding families through
difficult times.

Happy Birthday 
in Heaven

JOHN 
A. 

DIAS
This day is remembered 
 and quietly kept,
No words are needed
 we shall never forget.
For those we love
 don’t go away.
They walk beside us
 every day.
Unseen and unheard,
 but always near,
So loved, so missed and
 so very dear.

Love, Your Family

GEORGE T. PREBULA
George J. Prebula, 88 years 

of age, a lifelong resident of 
Weather-
ly, passed 
away on 
Monday, 
July 27, 
2020, at 
home on 
his family’s 

farm in Buck Mountain, Laus-
anne Township.

Born Friday, March 4, 1932 
in Weatherly, he was the son 
of the late George and Theresa 
(Chippi) Prebula.  He was also 
predeceased by his sister,  
Helen Strizak; and brothers, 
John and Michael Prebula.

Surviving are his beloved 
wife of 63 years, Margaret 
J. (Hill) Prebula; daughters, 
Margaret A. Prebula of Ha-
zleton,  Mary J. Fisher and 
her husband Joshua of Hazle 
Twp.,  Georgina M. Getz, 

wife of Edgar of White Ha-
ven;  grandchildren, Virgin-
ia, Josh, Jeramie, Nelson, 
George, and Mandy; and four 
great-grandchildren.

George worked for Beltra-
mi’s in the Eckley Breaker as a 
welder for many years; howev-
er, his true vocation was farm-
ing.  He cultivated the soil 
and cared for the livestock on 
his multi-generational farm 
in Lausanne Twp. Time spent 
with family and driving his 
tractor is what made George 
the most happy. 

George served honorably in 
the United States Army

Private arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Philip J. 
Jeffries Funeral Home & Cre-
mation Services, Weatherly.

Online condolences may be 
made to the family at www.
griffithsfuneralhomes.com.

Lehman Family
Funeral Service, Inc.

White Haven, PA
PATRICK M. LEHMAN, PRESIDENT

RUSSELL C. TETER, JR., SUPERVISOR

Serving White Haven, Weatherly and surrounding communities

www.LehmanFuneralHome.com
Branch of Lehman Family Funeral Service, Inc.

(570) 443-9816

JASON J. LAPUTKA
Jason J. Laputka, 45 years 

of age, passed away July 28, 
2020 after a brief illness.

He was born in Weatherly 
on September 18, 1974 to Emil 
Laputka and the late  
Bernadette (Marnell) Laputka.

Surviving are sister Brandy 
(Laputka) Meiser and com-
panion Jason Trainor; nieces 
Donna Parise and Madylin 
Blackwell; great-nephew 
Jacob Errichetto; his room-
mate/best friend Tara Bartek 
whom he loved dearly; and 
his best buddy Monty, his 
Great Dane. Aunts, uncles 
and cousins also survive. 

Jason attended Weatherly 
Area High School where he 
was a member of the National 
Honor Society and graduat-
ed in the top 10 in his class. 
He went on to attend Kutz-
town University, receiving a 
bachelors in business man-
agement. Living in Easton, 
Jason worked for Linde Gas in 
logistics. 

Jason had a passion for all 
sports. His favorite teams 
were the New York Yankees, 
New York Giants and the 
North Carolina Tarheels but 
he loved to play golf. He also 
had a passion for cooking 
and won awards for his chili. 
Jason had a huge heart and 
would do anything for his 
family and friends.

Private arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Phil-
ip J. Jeffries Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services of 
Weatherly.

Online expressions of 
sympathy or a fond memory 
can be expressed by visit-
ing www.griffithsfuneral 
homes.com.
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TODD W. SANDEFER
Todd W. Sandefer, husband, 

father, brother, uncle, 47 
years of age, of  Yeakle Street, 
Weatherly, passed away 
suddenly on July 28, 2020, in 
Summit Hill.

Born Thursday, February 
8, 1973, in Coaldale, he was 
the son of the late Ronald 
and Pamela Marie (Davis) 
Sandefer.  He was also pre-
deceased by his daughter, 
Carissa Lynn Sandefer; and 
sister Susan Hentzel.

Surviving are his wife of 
5½ years, Angela Lynn (Bar-
tholomew) Sandefer;  daugh-
ters, Alexa Shea Sandefer of 
Nesquehoning,  and Helena 
Carolyn Sandefer of Philadel-
phia; brother, Scott Sandefer 
and his wife Margie of  
Lehighton;  sister, Marci J. 
Sipler, wife of Harry of  
Weatherly; step-daughters, 
Jillian N. Bartholomew of 
Beaver Meadows, and Bria N. 
Bartholomew of McAdoo.

Todd attended Tamaqua 
Schools. A hard worker, A 
talented carpenter Todd did 
construction most of his life.  
He always looked on the posi-
tive side of life.  Todd enjoyed 
riding dirt bikes, gardening, 
fishing and spinning records 
as a DJ.

Todd loved his family and 
will be missed by all.

Private arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Philip J. 
Jeffries Funeral Home & Cre-
mation Services of Weatherly. 

Online condolences may be 
made to the family at www.
griffithsfuneralhomes.com

Death 
Roll

VA offers debt relief to Veterans through year’s end
The U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) has 
announced its commitment to 
extend debt relief to veter-
ans adversely impacted by 
COVID-19 to the end of 2020 
by suspending certain debt 
collection actions.

The department recognizes 
veterans and beneficiaries are 

still being greatly impacted by 
the coronavirus prompting the 
extension of financial relief.

“Veterans and their families 
should be focused on their 
health and safety during the 
pandemic,” said VA Secretary 
Robert Wilkie. “VA is tak-
ing action to give those with 
pending debts greater flexibil-

ity during these challenging 
times.”

VA is suspending all actions 
on veteran debts under the ju-
risdiction of the U.S. Treasury 
Department. This includes the 
suspension of collection action 
or extending repayment terms 
on preexisting VA debts, 
whichever the Veteran prefers.

For benefit debts, veterans 
should contact the VA Debt 
Management Center at 1-800-
827-0648.

For health care debts, Veter-
ans should contact the Health 
Resource Center at 1-866-
400-1238 or https://www.
pay.gov for payments.

VA expands funding for emergency response 
for veterans experiencing or at risk of  
homelessness during COVID-19 pandemic

The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) today 
announced it is allocating an 
additional $400 million of 
its coronavirus relief funding 
to enhance the department’s 
emergency relief response for 
Veterans experiencing or at 
risk of homelessness during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act) allocated $17.2 
billion for the Veterans Health 
Administration of which $700 
million is devoted to expand-
ing services for and address-
ing the challenges faced by 
Veterans who are homeless or 
at risk of homelessness.

“The additional allocation 
of CARES Act funding will 
support the continuity of care 
of vulnerable Veterans during 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. 
“With this additional funding, 
VA’s Homeless Programs Of-
fice can provide more home-
less prevention assistance and 
emergency housing to make 
it possible for Veterans to 
maintain appropriate physical 

distancing and to ensure they 
are living in safe conditions.”

The newly allocated funds 
will be used for the Supportive 
Services for Veteran Families 
Program (SSVF). SSVF offers 
several ways to secure housing 
for Veterans experiencing or 
at risk of homelessness.

In total, $602 million of 
coronavirus relief funding has 
now been allocated for this 

program, which will also help 
the Housing and Urban Devel-
opment-VA Supportive Hous-
ing Program place Veterans in 
safe housing to isolate them 
from the virus.

Other coronavirus relief 
funding devoted to providing 
emergency shelter and sup-
portive services for Veterans 
includes $88 million for the 
Grant and Per Diem Program 

and $10 million for the Health 
Care for Homeless Veterans 
Program.

VA is hosting a national 
webinar July 17 to support 
budgeting and planning for 
grantees of the SSVF funding. 
Learn more about how VA is 
working to protect Veterans 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and about VA’s home-
less programs.

SCAM ALERT:  
Rental Property Scams

Renting a home or apart-
ment is a big expense and 
an even bigger one when the 
rental is a scam. Scammers 
look for easy cash by collect-
ing the first month’s rent, a 
deposit, and application and 
background check fees and 
then bolt before handing over 
the keys. Numerous versions 
of rental frauds abound – 
some are bait-and-switch 
while others will attempt to 
rent out properties that are 

already leased or otherwise 
unavailable. 

Renters signing leases and 
putting down money based on 
units similar to a model unit 
is on the rise, and would-be 
renters are losing hundreds 
or even thousands of dollars. 
When renting a new place, 
watch out for scammers who 
ask you to sign before seeing 
anything or request payment 
via wire transfer, peer to peer 
apps or cash. Do your re-

search on the property and 
owner, and read agreements 
carefully.

Be a fraud fighter!  If you 
can spot a scam, you can stop 
a scam.

Visit the AARP Fraud Watch 
Network at www.aarp.org/
fraudwatchnetwork  or call 
the AARP Fraud Watch Help-
line at 1-877-908-3360 and 
speak to trained staff or vol-
unteers for help with a fraud 
encounter.
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the borough’s budget, just the 
amount a retiring employee 
could draw down from the 
state plan. The change would 
not go into effect until 2021. 
Council voted to advertise an 
ordinance to make the change 
retroactive to 2012, when the 
last employee retired and two 
employees joined the bor-
ough’s work force. 

MANAGERS REPORT
Luzerne County Council 

asked for feedback about ex-
tending the property tax due 
date through to the end of the 
year. Because a county council 
meeting was set for the fol-
lowing night, it was decided to 
follow whatever course they 
took to avoid confusion. (Ed-
itor’s note: the deadline was 
not extended.) 

On Szoke’s recommenda-
tion, council will remove the 
“No Parking” signs on Buf-
faclo Street across from the 
former fire house.

A payroll deduction at no 
cost to borough to employees 
to set up a 401k plan will not 
cost the borough anything. 

TAX COLLECTOR 
Tax collector Kathy Oross 

reported delinquent tax-
es collected for May 2020 
is $1,969.65, and current 
taxes collected for June is 
$7,902.09.

FIRE CHIEF 
On behalf of the fire com-

pany, council president John 
Klem stepped away from the 
table to thank council for its 
help in getting them into the 
new building, noting it had 
been a 10 year process, and 
that the fire company will be 
making payments of $24,000 
per year. A formal grand 
opening will be scheduled. 

MAYOR’S REPORT
The mayor asked what the 

council was doing about the 
smell from Standard Farms. 
He said neighbors were no 
longer bothering to call to 
complain, because nothing 
had been happening. Atty. 
Logsdon replied that at this 
point, they are reopening lines 
of communication, getting 
more information and finding 
out what Standard Farms is 
doing. Next step is to set up a 
meeting to talk about what is 
being done. 

It was emphasized by the 
manager, the police chief and 
council that residents have to 
call in every night to com-
plain in order to establish a 

record. The mayor countered 
that council ignores the com-
plaints. Lamson said it could 
be an issue of litigation, and 
should be discussed in execu-
tive session. 

PUBLIC WORKS   
Correspondence from 

American Rock Salt set a stor-
age fee of $350 for sale left-
over from the 2019-2020 win-
ter. The 25 tons must be used 
by December 31. Public works 
supervisor Joe Wychock did 
not anticipate a problem using 
it by that time.

He has been concentrating 
on paving and potholes, in-
cluding on Old 940 up Pow-
erhouse Road, and Chemung 
to Hazle. He is waiting on a 
quote from Gerhard Roofing 
on the former firehouse proj-
ect, and he thanked Middle-
burg Auto for help with weld-
ing on the Bobcat. 

The sinkhole in front of 
Albees has been filled. Brick-
work was done at the fire-
house, and an old step was 
filled in. Mulch was replaced 
in Lehigh and Pine Street 
Parks.  

Present were council 
members Charlie Best, Mike 
D’Agostino, Rose Diel, John 
Klem, Lamson, Harvey Morri-
son, and John Zugarek. Coun-
cil meets next on Monday, 
August 24.

White 
Haven…
Continued from page 1

Inspiring Thoughts
 by Ann Adams

One of my favorite verses is Psalm 37:4: “Delight yourself 
also in the LORD, and He shall give you the desires of your 
heart.” Sometimes it doesn’t seem that way, especially when 
trials come, but the Word of God is always true. God is always 
in control; not I. 

The key to this verse is the word “delight.” What does it mean 
to delight in someone or something? I remember the twinkle 
in my father’s eyes when I brought home his new granddaugh-
ter Ruth. It was the same look I had seen in my father-in-law’s 
eyes when he took his granddaughter Rachel in his arms. It’s 
that look in a mother’s eyes when she sees her child’s attempt 
at an artistic creation or a bouquet of dandelions presented 
with a smile. “Delight” includes the word “light” because eyes 
usually light up when we experience that joy. 

What do we delight in? A new car, the rise in our 401k, a 
beautiful home, a loving family, a good diagnosis, the Word of 
God, the Lord Himself? God doesn’t promise there will be no 
trials, but He does promise to go through those trials with us. 
When our desires match those of our Lord, He will give us the 
desires of our heart. God loves to answer prayer and give us the 
very best. Where is your delight? 

Delight

A mom first sees her newborn child;
 She takes new life in her arms;
The baby smiles, then coos with joy,
 There’s delight for all around. 

A child makes a gift for mom.
 It’s crooked and somewhat wrinkled;
But to mom it’s a beautiful creation
 That causes her eyes to twinkle. 

Do we have that feeling toward our God?
 Do we delight ourselves in our Lord?
He provides and meets our every need
 And guides us through His Word.

The Lord has given His greatest gift,
 The life of His dear Son.
Have we put our trust in His sacrifice?
 Do we delight in all He’s done?

It was love that took Him to the cross.
 With joy He endured the shame.
‘Twas the only way to reconcile us  
  And now we praise His Name.  

-Ann Adams

Local students graduate from college
Kutztown University

Kutztown University has 
conferred degrees for more 
than 1,200 students for the 
Spring 2020 semester.

Kutztown University an-
nounces degree conferment 
twice a year, once in the win-
ter and once in the summer. 

Commencement exercises are 
held in May and December; 
however, students finish the 
requirements for graduation 
throughout the entire year. 

Chase Steven Weichman of 
Weatherly received a Bachelor 
of Science of Business Admin-
istration in Management. 

York College of PA
Over 650 students graduat-

ed from York College of Penn-
sylvania on May 31.

Alexis Hartz of Weatherly 
graduated magna cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Sport Management.
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Due to the virus and the 
limited events, and also due to 
needing to keep close to help 
out my uncle who has been 
sick but is now hopefully on 
the mend, Ruth and I are do-
ing a lot of driving. There are 
roads throughout northeast PA 
with stunningly beautiful views 
of lush green ridges and valley. 
On Saturday, we took a ride to 
Nescopeck for fresh garlic at 
Pumpkin Hill Farm, and blue-
berries at Stemmrich’s — who 
sadly are done for the season 
(too many birds). From there, 
we cut through Nuangola on 
the way to Nanticoke and to 
visit my uncle Slater. 

Just out of Nuangola on the 
Alden Mountain Road, we 
struck a bear. The bear sur-

vived the impact, and the car 
survived the damage — which 
broke a headlight and bent 
fenders. 

I cleaned up the area of the 
strike, just a bit of headlight 
glass (no blood) and a few 
rivets — and no bear near-
by either. There seems to be 
no effect on the driving, so 
we continue to use it while 
waiting on repair plans. We 
drove down to a shop in Tues-
day’s storm to get the damage 
looked at. Gorilla Tape has 
things secured.

Tuesday was a big deal with 
rain and wind from the trop-
ical storm, though thankfully 
not a lot of damage. By 5, the 
sun was out in White Haven. 

Last week, after a mid-week 

meeting, the two of us went 
out to dinner in Lake Harmo-
ny, as we wanted to eat after 
8 p.m. when other restau-
rants close. Nick’s Lake House 
was our choice, and since we 
didn’t have a reservation, we 
were seated inside instead 
of on the deck — which was 
booked up. Our spot was in a 
beautiful room with a view of 
the lake and the folks seated 
on the deck. 

We sat side by side to watch 
boaters on the lake, and one 
of the things Ruth sighted was 
a large storm cloud, headed 
in our direction. During our 
meal, the storm arrived. We 
watched one outside group 
scramble to move under cov-
er, first a little bit, then a bit 
more, and then a lot more… 
and finally, as the wind picked 
up along with the rain, a full 
get up and move to a table 
inside the room where we 
were seated to a table socially 
distanced but near to us. 

The funniest thing was that 
within a couple of minutes, 
a server came by with a fully 
loaded tray, and walked right 
past this group and out to 
where the group had been 
seated. She was surprised to 
find the group wasn’t there, 
but quickly recovered and dis-

covered their new location.
This past Friday night, we 

attended the lone live per-
formance of this summer’s 
Pocono Mountains Music Fes-
tival, in the parking lot of the 
Buck Hill Golf Club. Parking 
toward the back, we enjoyed 
the concert from the car, but 
eventually set up a chair to 
better enjoy attending a live 
performance. There was drink 
service and boxed meals — an 
added bonus, so we also had 
dinner with our music. 

Sightings this week include 
a remote farm raising a herd 
of red deer — the bucks sport 
impressive antlers still with 
their velvet covering. We also 
sighted lots of deer and some 
fawns, and some wild turkey, 
and a whole lot of skunks.

The corner where we live 
seems to be a meeting area for 
skunks, making us fear we’ll 
have skunk kits soon. One 
night, as I talked with neigh-
bors, a big male crossed the 
street ahead of a car, which 
rolled him. He was unhurt, 
but mad. We were within view 
so we all cleared out as he 
stomped his way over to a safe 
hiding place under a neigh-
bor’s porch (where a smaller 
skunk had hid earlier… thus 
the kits idea). 

Sunday afternoon, we 
took a very scenic drive to 
Bloomsburg via PA 339 from 
Ringtown, then enjoyed a bit 
of a covered bridge tour in Co-
lumbia County.

Closer to home, other than 
the skunks… it is good to see 
the men’s basketball league 
using the Eurana Park court in 
Weatherly, with fans keeping 
social distances. Some sum-
mer activity still goes on. 

Even closer, I had another 
beautiful lily in full bloom, 
and again it lasted just two 
days, long enough for a deer 
to discover and eat it. We also 
seem to have a tomato- 
stealing squirrel looking to 
reduce the crop on Ruth’s  
tomato plants. 

Wrapping things up — ice 
hockey is back, and we seem 
to be in a blacked out area so 
cannot subscribe to a video 
feed, so we are left to listen to 
the Penguins radio call, then 
keep watch on the NHL game-
cast on my computer. The 
Penguins and Canadiens have 
split their two games so far. 
As a bonus, I watched some 
of the Celtics game on Sun-
day — a win. Somehow having 
the sports to watch makes 
things a bit better. 

Slater now has a daily 
visit to help him with his 
day. He seems to be improv-
ing, and we’re beginning to 
hope he can be okay with the 
help — and stay clear of the 
hospital. This weekend, we’ll 
take him out for a socially safe 
dinner. Also this weekend, 
other than monitoring the 
Penguins games, we plan to 
attend a dog adoption event in 
the early afternoon this Sun-
day as part of the Let’s Save 
the Dogs fundraiser and golf 
tournament at Split Rock Golf 
Club. 

Seth’s Sightings by Seth Isenberg
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Beasty Treats Pet Supplies
& Dog Grooming Spa

NEW SERVICE:
We groom cats!

And we carry a full line of pet supplies 
and food for your pet’s needs — 
whatever kind of pet you have! 
Open  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
9 am-5 pm
Sat, by appointment

Dog Grooming Services Mon-Sat
Call (570)579-7735

314 Main Street, White Haven
www.beastytreats.com

White Haven man is part of mission

Same day service restores helicopters to mission capable status
by Jacqueline Boucher

Public Affairs Specialist

A rapid response team 
from Tobyhanna Army Depot 
increased Soldier readiness 
by conducting critical repair 
work on rotary wing aircraft 
assigned to an Army unit at 
Fort Drum, New York.

Two technicians volun-
teered to travel north to re-
pair transponders in several 
aircraft recently transferred 
to the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion’s 10th Combat Aviation 
Brigade.  Within 72 hours 
of notification the team was 
back at the depot — all aircraft 
restored to mission capable 
status.

“There were a lot of people 
involved in making sure this 
mission was successful,” said 
Electronics Mechanic Leader 
Brett Bellas of White Haven. 
“New batteries were built on 
short notice, and communica-
tions security personnel made 
sure we had everything we 
needed prior to departure.” 

A transponder is an electri-
cal device designed to receive 
a specific signal and auto-
matically transmit a specific 
reply. When used in aircraft, 
transponders help distinguish 
friendly forces from the ene-
my.

“While there, the techni-
cians also conducted training 
with avionics and aviation 

crew members,” said Mike 
Carson, chief, C4ISR Direc-
torate, Transponder Branch. 
“Soldiers learned how to in-
spect and install batteries to 
minimize future failures.”

Fort Drum helicopters were 
used to transport Bellas and 
Electronics Mechanic Leader 

Jason Kilmer to Upstate New 
York and back.  The team was 
able to apply years of experi-
ence performing similar work 
at locations around the world 
to complete the repairs in four 
hours.

 “The customer was very 
happy with the results of the 

mission,” Kilmer said. “We 
were able to fly there and do 
what needed to be done [make 
the aircraft mission capable] 
all in one day.”  Kilmer also 
commended leaders at all 
levels for their support of the 
mission.

Bellas and Kilmer are as-
signed to the Transponder 
Branch.  The technicians said 
they are proud to play such a 
vital role in keeping the heli-
copters flying and supporting 
the warfighter.

“We get to see [up close and 
personal] the importance of 
what we do and how it affects 
the military members in the 
field,” Bellas said. “It’s our 
way of paying it forward.”

Tobyhanna continues to 
focus on supporting the war-
fighter how and where that 

support is most needed, Car-
son added.

The speed at which employ-
ees react to the warfighter is 
what sets Tobyhanna Army 
Depot apart, according to 
Jody Oustrich, C4ISR Direc-
torate director. The custom-
er called stating they had 
non-mission capable aircraft 
and 36 hours later the team 
was in a helicopter flying to 
Fort Drum to conduct repairs 
and upgraded software, he 
added.  

“We were able to complete 
this mission in half a day and 
restore all of the aircraft to 
full- mission capable.  Brett 
and Jason did an outstand-
ing job executing the mission.  
Employees like them exempli-
fy the Army’s value of selfless 
service.”

Electronics Mechanic Leader Jason Kilmer repairs the 
transponder on an AH-64D Apache Attack Helicopter 
at Fort Drum, New York. Photo by Michael Carson

Out
in the

Open
TV

20th ANNIVERSARY
on Blue Ridge TV 13

THURS. 9:30 PM
Replays: FRI. 8:30 AM & 9:30 PM

SAT. 12:30 PM • SUN. 1 AM & 11:30 AM
MON. 12 AM & 6 AM

ALL OUTDOORS • WILDLIFE
HUNTING & FISHING

CONSERVATION • ENVIRONMENT

HOSTS:  Alex & JoAnne Zidock
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Added to WHACL board
Two new members were elected to 

the Board of Directors at the annual 
membership meeting of the White Ha-
ven Area Community Library on July 
14. Joining the Board are Deb D’Ango-
la and Kathleen Benyo, two members 
of the community that are well known 
for their backgrounds in both edu-
cation and business. The two vacant 
positions were available with the com-
pletion of terms by Sheri Carlton Trutt 
and Patricia Rader, who were recog-
nized for their service to the library by 
serving on various committees as well 
as the Board.

The library Board is pleased to 

announce that limited services have 
resumed at the Engine House. Patrons 
are able to request books, audiobooks 
and dvds by phone and email and are 
able to pick them up at the front door 
on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 10 
AM to 1 PM.  Many new, current re-
sources have recently been added to 
the collection. The Board has also de-
cided to resume copy and fax services 
as well as accept new membership 
applications.

For questions or further informa-
tion, the public can contact the library 
by calling 570-443-8776 or email at 
whacl.library@yahoo.com.

ALA meets Monday, collecting for VA
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 

360 in Weatherly will hold its monthly 
meeting Monday,  August 10, starting 
at 6 p.m. at the post home. Please note 
all monthly meetings will now start at 
6.  All members are urged to attend. 
CDC regulations will apply.

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
360 in Weatherly will be collecting 

full-size body wash and full-size sham-
poo. The items will be donated to VA 
Hospital in Wilkes-Barre in Septem-
ber. 

If you wish to donate, please drop 
off your items at the post home during 
the pizza sale on August 28th. You 
may also contact Donna Thomas at 
570-427-8474 or Georgia Farrow at 
570-427-4527 to drop off items. 

Faith Church, Weatherly 
Happenings for August

This Friday, August 7 — Movie 
Night at 8:30 p.m. at the Eurana Park 
Amphitheater. All are invited to join 
us for a family movie and free pop-
corn, showing Overcomer. Bring your 
own lawn chair.

Wild Water Adventure 
Day — Monday, August 17, 10 a.m.- 2 
p.m. Kids’ fun Wild Water Adventure 
Day at the Weatherly Area Middle 
School. Fire Truck spray down, snow 
cones, water games, free hot dogs, 
free beverages, and a big inflatable 
slide.

Music Festival — Sunday, August 
23 at 6 p.m. Faith Church, Weatherly 
will hold its 2nd annual Faith Fest mu-
sic night at Eurana park amphitheater. 
This year we will scale back our music 
festival due to Covid-19 precautions. 
We encourage social distancing by 
bringing your own lawn chair. Masks 
are encouraged and hand sanitizer will 
be available.

Visit our website at 
pocononewspapers.com for 
in-between-issue 
stories and events
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Carbon County property transfers through July 26
Banks Township

Robert J. Carelli to Ivica 
Kostic, Maspeth, New York, 
property at 29 E. Maple St., 
$48,000.

 

Beaver Meadows
John C. Rayno to John 

Rayno Jr., 6 Swamp St., Bea-
ver Meadows, property at 6 
Swamp St., $1.

Mary Ann Homanko to 
Krystna L. Homanko, 40 
Third St., Beaver Meadows, 
property at 43 Second St., 
$7,750.

Robert D. Sheer to Alfred 
John Mitcho Jr., P.O. Box 476, 
Beaver Meadows, property at 
28 Second St., $55,000.

Gezim Vukaj to Hazir Vukaj, 
310 W. Ludlow St., Summit 
Hill, property at 4 E. Broad 
St., $1.

  

Kidder Township
David Kellogg to David 

Pfleger, Voorhees, New Jer-
sey, House 91, Snow Ridge 
Village, Section A, $82,900.

William H. Goeckeler to 
David Brezee, Warren, New 
Jersey, property at 150 Snow 
Ridge Circle, Lake Harmony, 

$126,900.
Yolanda M. Fegley to Tim-

othy Huber, 119 Skye Drive, 
Lake Harmony, Lot 207, Sec-
tion B, Lake Harmony Estates, 
$67,000.

Frank W. Pieri to Kathryn E. 
Murray, Telford, property at 
534 N. Lake Drive, Lake Har-
mony, $100,000.

Bobby D. Robinson to 23 
Pineknoll, LLC, Centreville, 
Virginia, property at 23 Pine-
knoll Drive, Lake Harmony, 
$434,500.

Mary A. Sullivan to Clarissa 
Scott, P.O. Box 896, Albrights-
ville, Lot 2, Block A, Hemlock 
Forest Section, Holiday Poco-
nos, $40,000.

Roseann Salasin to John 
Venturini, Scotrun, property 
at 20 Slalom, Lake Harmony, 
$91,000.

Ivonne Barreto to Joseph A. 
Gandia, 60 Chipmunk Trail, 
White Haven, property at 61 
Chipmunk Trail, $80,000.

David Snedeker to Da-
vid Snedeker, 30 Birchwood 
Road, Lake Harmony, proper-
ty at 30 Birchwood Road, $1.

Sabina Pietraszko to Grze-
gorz Grodzki, Colonia, New 
Jersey, property at 35 Wood 
St., Lake Harmony, $215,000.

Sharon B. Sperber to Pine 
Breeze, LLC, Middle Village, 
New York, property at 703 
Pine Knoll Drive, Lake Har-
mony, $153,000.

Claudette Ginsberg to 
Blended Realty, LLC, Sugar-
loaf, property at 55 Midlake 
Drive, Unit 102, Lake Harmo-
ny, $150,000.

Great Pocono Enterprises to 
Leon J. Van Dyke Jr., Boy-
ertown, Lot 1011, Section B, 
Holiday Poconos, $4,000.

Mary Ann Klinaszewski to 
Cheryl Sorino, Marlton, New 
Jerset, property at 346 Laurel-
woods Drive, Blakeslee, $1.

William C. Chavis Jr. to Wil-
liam C. Chavis Jr., Teaneck, 
New Jersey, Building 65, Sec-
tion B, Inn at Big Boulder, $1.

Marc J. Bernstein to Scott 
D. Plichta, Downingtown, 
property at 32 Mountain-
woods Drive, Lake Harmony, 
$285,000.

Christian D. Fehrenbacher 
to Roman Wilusz, Hazleton, 
lots 20, 22 and 24, Block H, 
Section Hemlock Forest, Holi-
day Poconos, $37,500.

Federal Home Loan Mort-
gage Corporation to Brian D. 
Cwiertniewicz, 808-809 B 
Tanglewood Drive, Albrights-
ville, property at 808-809 B 
Tanglewood Drive, $1.

Larry P. Polansky to Steven 
Van Sciver, Westhampton, 

New Jersey, property at 11 
Azalea Lane, Lake Harmony, 
$230,000.

Michael C. Claypoole to 
Scott A. Haines, Wilmington, 
Delaware, property at 59 Tan-
glewood Drive, Albrightsville, 
$127,000.

Maureen McLaughlin to 
Jeffrey McVeigh, Newtown 
Square, property at 208, 809 
Pocono Road, Pocono Road 
and Swamp Hollow Lane, Al-
brightsville, $80,000.

John J. Durkin to Amrish 
Dias, New York, New York, 
property at 55 Midlake 201H, 
Lake Harmony, $170,000.

William J. Liaw to R. Anne 
O’Toole, Cherry Hill, New Jer-
sey, Unit A-132, Midlake on 
Big Boulder, $170,000.

Richard H. Morrell Jr. to 
Jill S. Faulls, Bellmore, New 
York, property at H-1 Wolf 
Hollow Road, Lake Harmony, 
$35,000.

 

Lausanne Township
Robert Alan Harper to Donn 

Chandler Innes, 1763 Buck 
Mountain Road, Weatherly, 
property at 1763 Buck Moun-
tain Road, $345,000.

 

Lehigh Township
Michelle L. Clark to Mi-

chelle L. Clark, 1275 S. Stage-
coach Road, Weatherly, 
property at 1275 S. Stagecoach 
Road, $1.

David L. Musselman to 
Mark M. Walters, 1449 Packer 
Drive, Weatherly, parcel No. 
92-27-B12.01, $8,500.

 

Packer Township
James J. Correll to Nancy 

Davidovich, 781 Spring Moun-
tain Road, Weatherly, proper-
ty at 779-781 Spring Mountain 
Road, $1.

 

Weatherly
Sheriff of Carbon County to 

U.S. Bank, N.A., Irvine, Cal-
ifornia, property at 409-411 
Third St., $1.

JJMD Realty, LLC, to Seth 
A. Mansor, 246 Hudsondale 
St., Weatherly, property at 
246 Hudsondale St., $25,500.

Tammy J. Hoffman to Tam-
my J. Kates, 375 Maple St., 
Weatherly, Lot 1, William A. 
and Irma R. Ritter Subdivi-
sion, $1.

Now open for inside diningNow open for inside dining
Reservations appreciatedReservations appreciated
Social distancing & masksSocial distancing & masks

FULL MENU TAKEOUTFULL MENU TAKEOUT
& Catering also offered& Catering also offered

We are open for takeout from 4:00 to 8:00, 
Tuesday through Saturday. Call 570-427-8550. 
Six-packs and wine coolers to go. To view our 
menu hit the “menu” button on our Facebook page or visit our website. 

Follow us on Facebook or visit www.weatherlycountryinn.com

Weatherly Country Inn
Restaurant & Catering 570-427-8550
6 Miles from White Haven, 1 Mile from County Home in Weatherly 
on Lehigh Gorge Drive (Weatherly-White Haven Highway)

416 Main Street,White Haven

570-443-7000
Take-Out
or Delivery

www.JirehsPizzeria.com

Jireh’s
Pizzeria & Restaurant
Jireh’s

Pizzeria & Restaurant

Open 11 a.m. Mon.-Sat., Closed Sun.
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Get your Journal-Herald in the mail 
each week. Or send it to a friend. 
The Journal-Herald costs $45 per year outside of Carbon and Luzerne 
Counties; $40 in Carbon & Luzerne Counties—less than buying at the store. 
Send the form below with your check, or call 570-215-0204 xt304 to order 
and pay with a credit card. Make check payable to: CANWIN
Mail to: 211 Main St., White Haven PA 18661
Send The Journal-Herald to:

NAME ____________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________

________________________________________

If a gift, sign the card from:

________________________________________

What the Chamber is doing 
for Your Business 
and for Your Community:   
• Annual Gala and Awards
• Annual Festival of Trees
• Legislative Luncheons
• Summer BBQ & Concert
• Scholarship Funds
• Involvement via participation and  

sponsorship with local organizations
• Seeking businesses  

& building prosperous communities 
• Voice for the businesses, organizations,  

& people of our local communities

Be a Part of Progress — 
Join the Chamber 
Single or Family Membership $25
Business or Organization Membership $55

To learn more, visit
greaterwhitehavenchamber.com
or call 570.582.9934

East Side Borough has 
a vacancy on council after 
the resignation of Candace 
Huseman. Her husband, 
Elmer, also resigned as tax 
collector. The Husemans are 
moving from the borough. 
Linda Migneco was appoint-
ed to serve the final two years 
of Elmer’s term, through the 
end of 1991. The position will 
be filled in the 1991 election. 
East Side Borough is also 
looking into the possibility 
of hooking up to the White 
Haven Municipal Authority’s 

sewage system.

The White Haven Fire 
Company is holding its annual 
carnival at Lehigh Park from 
Monday through Saturday. 
Nonweiler Amusement Co. 
will provide rides and games, 
there will be bingo and a vari-
ety of food. 

The Weatherly Area High 
School cross country team 
will begin official practice this 
coming Monday, August 13. 
Coach Scott Coll and assis-
tant coach Phil Jeffries will 
be working the team of 10 
returning runners and 12 new-
comers, mostly freshmen, into 

a team by the first meet of the 
season versus Tamaqua and 
Schuylkill Haven on Septem-
ber 5.

The Parryville Band will 
entertain at St. Paul’s Luther-
an Church, Albrightsville’s 
annual cake walk and picnic 
on August 18. 

The sixth annual Pittston 
Tomato Festival will be held 
August 23 to 26 on Kennedy 
Blvd.

The Mountain Laurel 
Classic pro-am golf tourna-
ment will be held August 26, 
followed by a two day PGA 
championship event where 
the best players of the Phil-
adelphia section of the PGA 

will competed for a total 
purse of $13,000. The pro-am 
raises money for the Hazle-
ton Easter Seals Society. 30 
teams of three amateurs and 
one PGA professional will 
compete. Following play, a 
Hawaiian-style clam bake 
will be held at the Mountain 
Laurel’s new Victorian-style 
clubhouse.

This Saturday, The White 
Haven Bakery will celebrate 
its first anniversary with an 
open house from 7:30 to 5:30. 

Also this Saturday —  
A Summer Clearance Sale on 
Mary’s Porch (Ladies Fash-
ions for Less), on Route 437 
a quarter mile north of White 
Haven.  

Archives…
Continued from page 2

Packer adds 
Zoom to 
planning 
hearing

At the Packer Township Su-
pervisors’ meeting on August 
3, an audience member asked 
if the Planning Commission 
meeting at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
August 10, regarding updates 
to the SALDO and Zoning 
Ordinance would be held via 
Zoom, as well as in person. 
Supervisors decided that 
option could be offered, and 
secretary Stephanie Stolpe set 
up the folloing log-in:

Direct link is https://
us02web.zoom.
us/j/88691869397

Meeting ID is 886 9186 
9397

To call in, dial 1-929-205-
6099.

Sports editor Steve Stallone is on  
vacation this week. He will be back 
with Sports news next week.
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Journal-Herald Classifieds
Deadline is 5 p.m. Monday.  $13/col. in. We accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover and American Express, as well as cash and checks. Call 570-215-0204 xt 304 to place your ad.

Adoption

ADOPTING YOUR newborn is 
lifes greatest gift. Your baby 
will be loved and cherished 
forever. Expenses paid Call 
Edie (646) 241 8730

Announcements

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR 
CLASSIC CAR. Advertise with 
us. You choose where you want 
to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit 
macnetonline.com for details.

Automotive

Get cash for your used or junk 
car today. We buy all cars, 
trucks, and SUVs. Free pick 
up. Call 888-368-1016.

Autos Wanted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
All Makes/Models 2002-
2019! Any Condition. Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
2002 and Newer! Any Condition. 
Running or Not. Competitive Offer! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

Autos/Cars For Sale

[CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!] 
All Makes/Models 2002-2019! 
Any Condition. Running or 
Not. Competitive Offer! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-368-1016

Building Materials

Metal Roofing, Siding for 
houses, barns, sheds. Close 
outs, returns, seconds, over-
runs, etc. at Discount Prices. 
Huge inventory in stock. Slate 
Rd Supply 717-445-5222

Building Materials

Metal Roofing, Siding & Interior. 
Barns, sheds etc. Use it yourself or 
resell. Huge selection. Low Prices. 
Slate Rd Supply 717 445-5222

Education/Career Training

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call 888-572-
6790. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get 
FAA approved hands on Aviation 
mechanic training. Financial 
Aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 888-686-1704

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to 
get the skills to become a Com-
puter & Help Desk Professional 
now! Now offering a $10,000 
scholarship qualified applicants. 
Call CTI for details! 888-449-
1713 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

Farm Acreage For Sale

FARM ACREAGE FOR SALE 
BY OWNER - 33+ acre and 24 
+/- acre rural parcels. $232,000 
and $168,000. 412-699-8700

Financials

For Sale

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. 1-855-270-5098.

For Sale

Health/Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
100 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150. 
FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
procedures. Real dental insurance. 
NOT just a discount plan. [Don’t 
wait!] Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Home Improvement

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

For Sale

Home Improvement

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous

WANTS TO purchase min-
erals and other oil & gas 
interests. Send details P.O. Box 
13557, Denver, Co 80201

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & As-
soc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Cross country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long distance 
move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-855-404-2366

Your ad here. 570.215.0204 xt304

Miscellaneous

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Con-
sultation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-609-2189

Miscellaneous

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for [350+ ] 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
-NOT just a discount plan. [Don’t 
wait!] Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-308-2834 www.
dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s 
Buy one, Give One. While supplies 
last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-855-481-3969 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/national

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data  FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-855-973-9254

Were you or a loved one diag-
nosed with Ovarian Cancer, En-
dometrial Cancer, Fallopian Tube 
Cancer or Peritoneal Cancer in 
2010 or later and used Johnson & 
Johnson Baby Powder regularly in 
the genital area previous to diag-
nosis? If so, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call 877-761-9069.

Miscellaneous

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-402-0373

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$39.99/month. Select All-Included 
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On Demand. 
FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. 
Premium movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed 
Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. 
Call Today for $100 Gift Card! 
Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-
9146 (some restrictions apply)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and 
Newer. Nationwide Free Pick Up! 
Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award - even with 
smoking history. NO obligation! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 833-518-0768

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 844-909-3339

BOY SCOUT COMPENSA-
TION FUND - Anyone that was 
inappropriately touched by a 
Scout leader deserves justice and 
financial compensation! Victims 
may be eligible for a significant 
cash settlement. Time to file is 
limited. Call Now! 833-729-0164

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-844-
334-8353 Special financing 
for qualified customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Protect your home with home 
security monitored by ADT. 
Starting at $27.99/mo. Call now 
to get a Free equipment bundle 
including: Keypad, motion sensor, 
wireless door and windows 
sensors. Call 833-719-1073

Miscellaneous

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions ap-
ply. Call us today 1-888-796-8850

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
Needed. $40/month. 65 Channels. 
Stream Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On Demand Ti-
tles. No Annual Contract. No Com-
mitment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. Some re-
strictions apply. 1-833-872-2545.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer! Why 
wait? Call now: 866-951-7214

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-569-3087

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 
Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-335-6094

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-877-319-0833 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/Penn

MRCOOL DIY Ductless Heat 
Pump. Energy efficient heating 
& cooling! The only ductless 
system designed for amateur 
installation. Simple setup. Install 
anywhere. 100% sealed system. 
No special tools or training 
needed. WiFi controls. Call for 
more info! 1-833-830-9261

FREON WANTED: We pay 
CA$H for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Profes-
sionals. Call 312-815-1973 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

Need some cash! Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches 
& diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK 
1-855-402-1178 or visit www.
GetGoldGeek.com/penn BBB A 
Plus Rated. Request your 100 
Percent FREE, no risk, no strings 
attached appraisal kit. Call today!

Deadline for Hournal Classifieds 
is always 5 p.m. on Monday. 
Call 570-215-0204 xt304

FREE * Cold Laser for
Dog Wounds/Joints

Offer Expires August 7, 2020

*With $69.00 Video/Book Purchase
Visit:  vetrolight.com

or Call:  1-800-742-8433
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Miscellaneous 

Motorcycles

Miscellaneous

Wanted To Buy

Wants to purchase minerals 
and other oil and gas inter-
ests. Send details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Satellite Internet That is Unlimited 
With No Hard Data Limits!2

1-855-973-9254
HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company.
2  If you exceed your monthly plan data, you will experience reduced data speeds until the start of your next billing period. Reduced speeds will typically be in the range  of 1 – 3 Mbps and may  cause 
Web sites to load more slowly or a�ect the performance of certain activities, such as video streaming or large downloads/uploads. 

CALL TODAY - LIMITED SPECIAL OFFERS IN YOUR AREA!

25 Mbps Download Speed
25mbps download and 3mbps upload1

No Hard Data Limits2

Wi-Fi Built-In
Connect your wireless devices at home

Call For Special O�ers In Your Area
Pricing varies by region

THEME: BACK TO SCHOOL
ACROSS
1. *Egg-like curve in 

math class
5. a.k.a. stand-up 

paddleboard
8. Not in good health
11. Flick part
12. *Roll ____
13. Aerosol can em-

anation
15. On the mountain 

peak, e.g.
16. Arm bone
17. Grind down
18. *Proud jacket 

owner
20. Trident part
21. “Walking ____ 

____”
22. Blazer or Ex-

plorer
23. Unit of money in 

Norway, pl.
26. Semiconductor 

additives
30. Farm layer
31. Agave alcoholic 

drink
34. Amos or Spelling
35. Analyze
37. Geisha’s sash
38. South Korean 

metropolis
39. Capital of 

Ukraine
40. T.S. Eliot’s “Old 

____’s Book of 
Practical Cats”

42. Get firm
43. Temporary
45. Table linens
47. Where bugs are 

snug?
48. Nostradamus 

and such
50. Type of rich soil
52. *Where one 

graduated
56. Boatload
57. *Chemistry 

classrooms
58. Lake in Scotland
59. Arabian chieftain
60. Corset rod
61. Encore!
62. Former Chinese 

leader
63. “____ the ram-

parts...”
64. Arctic jaeger

DOWN
1. *Type of spoken 

test
2. *Class president 

candidate wants it
3. Loads, two words
4. Greek money
5. Game ragout
6. Of #16 Across
7. Architect’s draw-

ing
8. Used to eliminate 

wrinkles
9. Serve soup, e.g.
10. Sodium solution
12. Arrow poison
13. Establish, two 

words
14. *As opposed to 

public
19. Hostile force
22. “La” precursor
23. Shade of Dock-

ers
24. Pine juice
25. Beginning of 

illness

26. *Valedictorian’s 
spot

27. Gallows’ rope
28. Comparative 

form of “true”
29. Muddy or sandy
32. *2020 classroom 

venue?
33. NCIS network
36. *GPA, technically
38. Ingratiating be-

havior

40. George Orwell’s 
Napoleon

41. On pins and 
needles

44. Grapevine news
46. Part of Old Tes-

tament
48. *Olden day note-

book
49. Imprison
50. Dharma teacher
51. Three-layer 

cookie
52. “The Sun ____ 

Rises”
53. Pippin’s last 

name, “The Hob-
bit”

54. Boring hue?
55. Actress Perlman
56. Eric Stonestreet 

on “Modern Fam-
ily”
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Let’s Save The Dogs fundraiser at Split Rock Golf Club
This Sunday, August 9, 

there will be a Let’s Save The 
Dogs golf tournament, adop-
tion event and fundraiser at 
the Split Rock Golf Club to 

benefit the NEPA Pet Fund 
& Rescue, Carbon County 
Animal Shelter, and Red Rock 
Rescue, Inc. The tournament 
costs $100 per player. 

Golf kicks off with registration 
at 9 a.m., and a shotgun start at 
10. There’s a light breakfast, and 
then a buffet lunch. To register 
to golf, call 570 722-9901, or 

e-mail to SRINFO@ptd.net. 
The dog adoption event will 

run from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
There will be basket raffles 
and other fun-raisers. Stop by 

to see the adoptable dogs, try 
or luck at a raffle and pick up 
some “Harmoniously Healthy 
Homemade Dog Treats” by 
Melody’s Munchies.

In sports, even the mighty fall, including the Yankees
by Mark C. Morthier

Anyone who has followed 
MLB baseball knows the NY 
Yankees have a rich tradition 
of winning. From 1926-1964, 
the Yankees didn’t have a 
losing season. Only hockey’s 
Montreal Canadians have 
come close (32 straight win-
ning seasons. In baseball, the 
Yankees reign supreme–win-
ners of 40 American League 
pennants and 27 World Series 
trophies. In second-place, the 
St. Louis Cardinals, well be-
hind those numbers. 

But even the Yankees have 
gone through extended pe-
riods of losing. From 1903-
1918, the team had only five 
winning seasons. And it hap-
pened again immediately after 
the consecutive streak ended 
in 1965. In 1966, NYY finished 
in last place with a 70-89 re-
cord. Fans stopped attending 
games, too. On September 22 
that year, stadium turnstiles 
moved only 413 times. Things 
didn’t get much better in 1967 
when the Yankees finished 
next to last and lost 90 games.

After three consecutive los-
ing seasons, the ’68 Yankees 
got back to winning by going 
four games over .500, but 
still finished 20 games behind 
the Tigers. The good news is 
that New York had a nucleus 
of young talent with pitchers 
Al Dowling, Fritz Peterson, 
and Mel Stottlemyre, infield-
ers Horace Clarke and Gene 
Michael, and outfielders Roy 

White and Joe Pepitone. They 
still had future Hall of Famer 
Mickey Mantle, too, who (by 
then) had moved to first base. 
But gone were many players 
from the 1964 pennant-win-
ning club, including pitch-
ers Whitey Ford and Ralph 
Terry, catcher Elston Howard, 
infielders Bobby Richardson, 
Clete Boyer, and Tony Kubek, 
and outfielders, Roger Maris 
and Johnny Blanchard.

Even with Mantle retiring, 
hopes were high in 1969, but 
the outcome didn’t match 
hope. NYY had yet another 
losing season (80-81), which 
was its fourth in five years. It 
took another year to change 
the storyline.

In 1970, the club went 93-
69 record–the best record 
since ’64. Ralph Houk won 
the AL Manager of the Year 
award and catcher Thurman 
Munson, who batted .302, 
was named the AL Rookie of 
the Year. Bobby Murcer, Roy 
White, Fritz Peterson, and 
Mel Stottlemyre also had solid 
years, too. But the problem for 
the Yankees was the Baltimore 
Orioles–a team that finished 
with 108 wins and captured 
the World Series title.

Baltimore’s suprema-
cy wasn’t a one-off. The ’71 
Yankees finished 21 games be-
hind the O’s. And even when 
Baltimore took a dip in ’72, 
the Yankees couldn’t make a 
move. The team finished 4th 
only three games above .500. 
Bright spots were reliever 

Sparky Lyle, who was secured 
in a trade, and Murcer, who 
hit nearly .300 with 33 hom-
ers and 96 RBI’s. Murcer was 
the Yankees’ only All-Star that 
year. 

But things were about to 
change in 1973. George Stein-
brenner bought the team from 
CBS, and the team acquired 
3rd baseman Graig Nettles 
from the Cleveland Indians. 
By July 1, the Yankees were in 
first place in their division but 
then went into a slump, end-
ing the year two games below 
.500.

It was a sad way to say 
goodbye to the original ver-
sion of Yankees Stadium. The 
old haunt needed remodel-
ing, and NYY played the 1974 
season at Shea Stadium, home 
of the New York Mets. The 
change of scenery and the ac-
quisition of new players (e.g., 
Chris Chambliss, Lou Piniella) 
wasn’t enough. Yes, the team 
had a winning record in 1974 
(89-73), but the Orioles took 
the division title…again. 

The big news during the 
off-season was that Bob-
by Bonds would be joining 
the club in a trade that sent 
fan-favorite Murcer to the 
Giants. Then, on New Year’s 
Eve, the Yankees announced 
the signing of free-agent all-
star pitcher Jim “Catfish” 
Hunter. Unfortunately, those 
improvements didn’t add up 
to a better record in 1975 (only 
six games above .500). Even 
before the season’s end, Stein-

brenner had fired manager 
Bill Virdon and replaced him 
with Billy Martin.  

From 1976-1981 the picture 
changed significantly. The 
Yankees won four AL pen-
nants and two World Series 
titles, but in typical Stein-
brenner style, the team did it 
under the leadership of three 
different managers. The tran-
sition from losing to winning 
was anything but uneventful. 
Some of that was internal, but 
external factors weighed heav-
ily. Team captain Thurman 
Munson died in a plane crash 
in 1979, and Reggie Jackson 
left the team at the end of 
1981.

The constant firing/hiring of 
managers took a toll. A losing 
season in 1982 was the first 
since 1973 and, even though 
the team won consistently 
under Don Mattingly (1983 to 
1988), the Yankees never had 
quite enough to win the di-
vision. The closest finish was 
in 1985 when NYY finished 
97-64, two games behind the 
upstart Blue Jays.

At that point, fans had to 
remember the good years 
because the Bronx Bombers 
would be entering a drought. 
From 1989-1992, the Yankees 
lost four seasons in a row, in-
cluding going a lousy 67-95 in 
1990, the team’s worst record 
since 1912.

Things would turn around, 
as they sometimes do in 
sports and always seem to 
do in the Bronx. Today, the 
Yankees are experiencing the 
fourth-longest winning streak 
in sports history – 27 consec-
utive winning seasons (1993-
2019). During that time, they 
have won seven AL pennants 
and five World Series.

But our review of Yankees’ 
history tells us something 
important about sports - even 
the mighty can fall and, in-
deed, they often do.

____________
A two-state weightlifting 

champion, New York State-
based Mark C. Morthier 
writes about weightlifting 
and ‘old school sports’ for The 
Sports Column. 
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How a fan in the stands went from Ms. Webb to Web Star
by Matthew Paris 

It happened seven years ago 
this January. Katherine Webb, 
an Auburn University under-
graduate and a Miss Alabama 
USA, was sitting in the stands 
at a football game. In seconds, 
she became a national sensa-
tion. Here’s what happened.

Webb was dating Ala-
bama starting quarterback 
AJ McCarron. McCarron led 
the Tide to an 11-1 record in 

2012, and ‘Bama qualified 
to play for college football’s 
national championship. 
After beating Georgia in the 
national semi, the Tide faced 
Notre Dame in the champi-
onship game.

As UA took the lead, 14-
0, the cameras panned the 
stands and found Ms. Webb. 
The photo opportunity was 
too much for announcer Brent 
Musburger to pass up. He 
went on and on about her 

beauty and how football play-
ers score on the dating scene.

The Tide went on to trounce 
the Irish, 42-14, but Mus-
burger’s comments were also 
part of the post-game con-
versation. ESPN apologized. 
The public? Overnight, the 
number of Webb’s Twitter 
followers jumped from 2k to 
175,000. Googling “AJ McCar-
ron’s girlfriend” topped 1 mil-
lion searches. The YouTube 
video of Webb in the stands 

and Musburger’s monologue 
had over 3 million views.

Katherine Webb took ad-
vantage of national fame, 
making media appearances 
and appearing in a reality 
television series, Splash. 
And for the record, Webb 
told the media that she 
didn’t find Musburger re-
marks offensive.

Where is Katherine Webb 
today? She’s married to Mc-
Carron, who’s still in football, 

playing as the backup quarter-
back for the Houston Texans. 
The couple has two children, 
and Webb loves being a wife 
and mother.

But on January 7, 2013, 
millions of eyes were riveted 
on Webb in what became an 
iconic moment.

_____________
Austin, TX resident, Mat-

thew Paris, is a screenwriter 
and author. He writes for The 
Sports Column.

The NBA is back, but will I be back for the NBA?
by Lynn Buess

The NBA has restarted the 
2019-20 season. But as much 
as I have been a longtime NBA 
fan (Portland Trail Blazers, 
specifically), I’m lukewarm at 
best about the resumed NBA 

season. The reason? Recent 
global events and the assault 
upon humanity have caused 
me (like so many others) to 
reevaluate priorities and re-
focus life in new and different 
directions.

It’s clear that something is 

wrong in sports today, and I 
can confirm that conclusion 
through the application of 
my specialty, numerology. 
The clue is in the number 25. 
Years ago, I dubbed it ‘the 
John Belushi number’ to sig-
nify that it was associated with 
many people in the entertain-
ment industry. The number is 
often related to an adverse so-
cial attitude, overindulgence, 
rebellion, loss of control, delu-
sion, and escapist behaviors. 
‘Hollywood’ also has a 25. The 
words sport, entertainment, 
and Coronavirus also have the 
number 25 included. What 

might that all mean?
Indeed, many positive at-

tributes are associated with 
sports, including the quest for 
perfection, camaraderie, and 
fair play, But sports are a busi-
ness, too. These days, NBA 
games are presented with 
blaring sound systems and a 
sideshow of expensive con-
cessions and paraphernalia. 
Players promoted as demigods 
earn more for a single night’s 
entertainment than most fans 
make in a year. Media-hyped 
games feature taunting, 
peacocking, posturing, and 
pretense in what has become 

a sensationalized form of es-
capism. Sporting events like 
that seem designed for those 
with attention deficits. Worse 
yet, they divert attention from 
troubling issues of the day.

During the months away 
from the NBA, I’ve explored 
new facets of life, and with 
rich and rewarding conse-
quences. Time away from the 
game allowed me to appreci-
ate other endeavors that have 
far more significant meaning 
in life. Yes, I’ll still watch an 
occasional game or two. But 
the NBA will occupy less of 
my time. I’ve concluded that 
we can benefit from occasion-
ally slipping into the world of 
fantasy, but a steady diet of it 
disrupts the soul.

I trust that I’m not alone 
and that other Americans 
have had similar reactions by 
‘a pause that refreshes.’

__________
West Coast resident Lynn 

Buess is a longtime NBA fan 
who writes about the sport at 
The Sports Column. A numer-
ologist by profession, you can 
follow his work at Numerolo-
gy Rising https://forevernu-
merology.com/

Puzzle Answers
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New Chronic Wasting Disease response plan approved 
by PA Board of Game Commissioners: Support from all 
stakeholders – namely hunters – critical to plan success

by Mary Firestone

On Saturday, July 25, the 
Pennsylvania Board of Game 
Commissioners reviewed and 
approved the newest form of 
the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission’s Chronic Wasting 
Disease response plan. Follow-
ing the initial review period of 
September 2019 through Feb-
ruary 2020, the Game Commis-
sion issued a revised response 
plan in the spring of 2020 for 
a second round of public re-
view. All told, the Commission 
received 885 comments on the 
plan from the public, agencies 
and organizations. These were 
incorporated into the final ver-
sion of the plan. “Development 
of this plan was truly a collabo-
rative effort,” said Pennsylvania 
Game Commission Executive 
Director Bryan Burhans. “Our 
wildlife management staff con-
sulted with many of the nation’s 
leading CWD experts from both 
the public and private sectors. 
Agency staff also took into ac-
count the many, many com-
ments we received from pas-
sionate deer hunters all across 
the state over a months-long 
public comment process.” 

Since the first recorded 
case of CWD in a captive 
deer facility in 2012, and just 
months later in a free-ranging 
deer, the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission has mobilized 
and collaborated with CWD 
experts from the public and 
private sectors to mitigate the 
effects of the disease. CWD is 
an always-fatal brain disease 
that affects members of the 
cervid family including deer, 
elk and moose. A total of 473 
free-roaming deer have tested 
positive for CWD out of more 

than 95,000 deer tested in 
Pennsylvania since 2012. 
There is no live-animal test 
for CWD and no cure. To date, 
CWD has not been found to 
infect humans. However, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommends 
people avoid eating meat from 
CWD-infected animals. 

The Game Commission 
maintains three Disease Man-
agement Areas across the state 
to control CWD. These are geo-
graphic regions featuring spe-
cial rules for hunters and the 
general public meant to slow 
disease spread while increas-
ing the chances of detecting 
it. When CWD is detected, a 
10-mile radius buffer is creat-
ed around the CWD-positive 
deer. This buffer is then used 
as a reference when defining 
DMA boundaries with roads 
and waterways. As for the 
special rules within DMAs, it is 
illegal to move high-risk parts 

(i.e. brains, spinal cords, and 
spleens) outside the bound-
aries, hunters are prohibited 
from using natural urine-based 
attractants inside the bound-
aries and feeding of deer is not 
permitted.

The response plan pre-
sented July 25 by the Game 
Commission focuses on 
prevention, surveillance and 
management of CWD, and it 
relies heavily on communica-
tion and cooperation from a 
key group: hunters. Hunters 
will notice a change in their 
opportunities to harvest deer 
within DMAs this fall. “At the 
April 2020 Commission meet-
ing, Game Commission staff 
recommended, and the board 
of commissioners approved 
increased antlerless licenses 
in Wildlife Management Units 
where CWD had been detect-
ed. In addition, the board of 
commissioners approved a 
14-day concurrent firearms 

season for antlered and ant-
lerless deer in these WMUs to 
provide more hunting op-
portunity,” said Christopher 
Rosenberry, the Game Com-
mission’s deer and elk section 
supervisor. “The antlerless 
deer license increases and 
concurrent seasons in these 
areas eliminate the need for 
DMAP permits in CWD areas. 
Because of this, most DMAP 
units from past years, created 
specifically for CWD manage-
ment, have been eliminated.”

Hunters can also contribute 
by participating in Enhanced 
Surveillance Units. These are 
areas around specific high pri-
ority CWD-positive animals. 
Samples collected within an 
ESU will determine the extent 
of infection in areas at the 
leading edge of disease expan-
sion. The Game Commission 
has installed large metal bins 
throughout the DMAs for the 
collection of harvested deer 
heads. The bins, which are 
similar to those used for cloth-
ing donations, keep contents 
secure and will be checked 
and emptied every other day 
through the deer-hunting sea-
sons. All deer heads retrieved 
from the bins will be tested 
for CWD, and the hunters 
who submitted them will be 
notified of the results, likely 
within two weeks of drop off.

Several additional strategies 
were outlined within the Game 
Commission’s response plan, 
including the ban on move-
ment of high-risk parts from 
“Established Areas” where the 
disease is established on the 
landscape and CWD is unlike-
ly to be eradicated to reduce 
the movement of CWD from 
higher prevalence areas to 

lower prevalence ones. The 
Commission will also man-
age CWD within Containment 
Zones, small areas immediate-
ly surrounding a new, isolated 
CWD detection. Harvests there 
will be carried out with land-
owner cooperation in an effort 
to remove deer that may have 
come in contact with that new-
ly discovered CWD-positive 
deer. The Commission notes, 
however, that no one strategy 
will solve the commonwealth’s 
CWD problem in a short time 
period, and the mitigation of 
the disease and its effects will 
require consistent long-term 
efforts. “Chronic Wasting 
Disease is a serious threat to 
Pennsylvania’s hunting heri-
tage, the biggest we’ve faced in 
our lifetimes,” said Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission Presi-
dent Charles Fox. 

The Commission said in the 
response plan that it will strive 
to use the best available scien-
tific information to continue to 
improve its response to CWD 
in order to fulfill its mission to 
manage and protect Pennsyl-
vania’s deer and elk for current 
and future generations. “We’ve 
seen what happens in other 
states choosing the ‘do noth-
ing’ approach. CWD not only 
expands geographically, but 
disease prevalence rates within 
deer herds climbs exponen-
tially,” said Krysten Schuler, 
wildlife disease ecologist at the 
Cornell Wildlife Health Lab. 
“That doesn’t have to be Penn-
sylvania’s future. If the Com-
mission and hunters partner 
now to support disease re-
sponse actions, deer and deer 
hunting can both continue to 
thrive in Pennsylvania for the 
long term.”

The Game Commission will again in 2020 have head 
collection bins in various locations around the state. 
Hunters can drop the heads from their deer in the 
bins and get them tested – for free – for chronic wast-
ing disease. Photo courtesy PA Game Commission


